
AGENDA 
Town of Atherton 

CITY COUNCIL/ATHERTON CHANNEL DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT 

March 16, 2011 
5:00 P.M. 

Meeting Room  
Town Administrative Offices 

91 Ashfield Road 
Atherton, California 

Special Meeting 

 
 

 
 
5:00 P.M.  ROLL CALL  Lewis, Dobbie, Widmer, McKeithen, Carlson 

 
5:02 P.M. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
 5:10 P.M. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 
 
5:11 P.M. CLOSED SESSION 
 
 A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – PENDING 

LITIGATION (Subsection (b) of Government Code Section 54956.9): 
 

   1.      Pacific Peninsula Group v. Town of Atherton, and Does 1 through 50, San 
Mateo Superior Court, Case No. CIV 497841 

   
2. Jonathan B. Buckheit v. Tony Dennis, Dean DeVlugt, Anthony Kockler, 
The Town of Atherton, The County of San Mateo, and Jerry Carlson U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of California, San Francisco Division, Case No. 
CV 09-5000 
 

 B.  CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED 
LITIGATION   (Subsection (b) of Government Code Section 54956.9) 

  (1 Case) 
  
 C. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS (Government 

Code Section 54957.6) 
Agency Designated Representatives: John Danielson, Glenn Berkheimer 
Employee Organizations: Teamsters, APOA 
Unrepresented Employees: All Management and Confidential Employees  

  
  RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION - Report of action taken. 
   
6:45 P.M.  ADJOURN  
 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance in this meeting, please contact the 
City Clerk’s Office at (650) 752-0500.  Notification of 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make 

reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  (29 CRF 35.104 ADA Title II) 
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AGENDA 

Town of Atherton 
CITY COUNCIL 

ATHERTON CHANNEL DRAINAGE DISTRICT 
March 16, 2011 

7:00 p.m. 
TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

94 Ashfield Road 
Atherton, California 

  REGULAR MEETING 
 

 

 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:   
  Times listed on the Agenda are an approximation and not a time certain.  

The Council may take up items out of order.  Please arrive well in advance 
of the time listed for any item in which you are interested. 

 
7:00 P.M. 1.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
    
7:02 P.M.  2. ROLL CALL         Lewis, Dobbie, Widmer, McKeithen, Carlson 
 
7:03 P.M.  3   PRESENTATIONS       
    

Proclamation honoring Lou Paponis for service on the Transportation 
Committee 

 
Maintenance Supervisors Association Award to Steve Tyler – Public Works 
Superintendant of the Year 

 
Housing Endowment and Regional Trust (HEART)  
-presentation by Paula Stinson 

 
7:45  P.M.  4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS (This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons 

wishing to address the Council on any matter not on the Agenda that is within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council. State law prohibits the Council 
from acting on items not listed on the Agenda except by special action of the City 
Council under specified circumstances. Speakers’ time is limited to three minutes.) 

 
7:55  P.M.      5. REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 
    
   March 16, 2010 
 
8:00 P.M. 6. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
8:10 P.M. 7. COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ROUNDTABLE REPORT  (Directed 

  by Resolution No. 99-6)  

8:10 P.M. CONSENT CALENDAR   (Items 8-13)   
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(Consent Calendar items are routine in nature and are generally considered in one motion and adopted by 
a single vote of the City Council.  If discussion regarding a Consent Calendar item is desired, the 

member(s) of the City Council, public, and/or staff wishing to pull the item should so indicate at the time 
the Mayor calls for consideration of the Consent Calendar.) 

 
 8. APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 16, 2011 REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 
  Recommendation: Approve February 16, 2011 regular meeting minutes 
   
 9. APPROVAL OF BILLS AND CLAIMS FOR FEBRUARY 2011 IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $807,309 
  Recommendation: Approve Bills and Claims in the amount of $807,309 
  
 10. FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE SEVEN MONTHS ENDED 

FEBRUARY 28, 2011 
  Report: Finance Director Louise Ho 
  Recommendation: Receive the General Fund Financial Report for the seven 

months ended February 28, 2011 
 

11. ACCEPTANCE OF TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE SECOND 
QUARTER ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2010 

 Report: Finance Director Louise Ho 
 Recommendation: Accept the Treasurer’s Report for the Second Quarter 

Ended December 31, 2010 
 

12. APPROVAL FOR THE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO ATTEND THE               
2011 SPRINGBROOK SOFTWARE CONFERENCE 

  Report: Finance Director Louise Ho 
Recommendation: Approve the Finance Director to attend the Springbrook 
Software Conference in Portland, Oregon, in May 2011 

  
13. RECOMMENDATION TO DIRECT THE GENERAL PLAN 

COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER REVISIONS TO CHAPTER 6.04.250 
OF THE ATHERTON MUNICPAL CODE 

  Report: Town Arborist Kathy Hughes Anderson 
Recommendation: Direct the General Plan Committee to review and 
consider revisions to Chapter 6.04.250 of the Atherton Municipal Code 
relating to zoning provisions for the housing of rabbits and fowl 

  
REGULAR AGENDA (Items 14-19) 

 
8:30 P.M. 14.  APPROVE AN ACTION PLAN FOR A TRIAL CLOSURE OF 

HOLBROOK LANE AT THE TOWN LIMITS 
  Report: Public Works Director Duncan Jones 

Recommendation: Approve an action plan for a trial closure of Holbrook 
Lane at the Town Limits 

 
8:50 P.M.       15. UPDATE ON REFUSE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION RATES    

FOR 2011 
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 Report: Interim City Manager John Danielson 
Recommendation: Review the attached material responding to questions and 
issues from the February 16, 2011 Council discussion related to adoption of 
refuse and recycling collection rates for 2011.  Staff recommends Council 
provide further direction to staff. 

 
9:20 P.M. 16. PROGRESS REPORT ON CONSTRUCTION, 297 POLHEMUS  

 Report: Interim Building Official Dennis Lockard 
 Recommendation: To Be Determined 
 

9:35 P.M.       17. ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE TO SET A BUDGET POLICY OF ALLOCATING 60% 
OF PARCEL TAX FUND FOR POLICE SERVICES AND 40% FOR 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS (CIP) 

  Report: Finance Director Louise Ho 
Recommendation: Accept the recommendation from the Finance Committee 
to set a budget policy of allocating 60% of parcel tax fund for police services 
and 40% for capital improvement projects 

  
9:45 P.M. 18. APPROVAL TO PUBLISH REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR LABOR 

NEGOTIATION SERVICES 
  Report: Interim City Manager John H. Danielson 
  Recommendation: Approve publishing a request for proposal for Labor 

Negotiation services for the Town of Atherton and authorization for City 
Manager to execute an agreement 

 
9:55 P.M. 19. ADOPT A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SETTLEMENT 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF ATHERTON AND 
PACIFIC PENINSULA GROUP   

   Report: City Attorney Wynne Furth 
Recommendation: Adopt the resolution (Attachment 1) approving the 
Settlement Agreement (Attachment 2) between the Town of Atherton 
(“Town”) and Pacific Peninsula Group (“PPG”)  
 

10:05 P.M. 20. COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
10:10 P.M. 21. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
10:20 P.M. 22.    PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
10:30 P.M. 23. ADJOURN  
 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 
 

If you challenge a Town zoning, planning, or any other decision in court, you may be limited to 
raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this 

agenda, or in written correspondence delivered to the City Council at, or prior to, the  
public hearing.  Judicial review of any Town administrative decision may be had 

 only if a petition is filed with the court not later than the 90th day following 
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 the date upon which the decision becomes final.  Judicial review of 
 environmental determinations may be subject to a 

 shorter time period. 
 

Copies of all staff reports and documents subject to disclosure that relate to each item of business 
referred to on the agenda are available for public inspection by 5:00 p.m. the Friday before each 
regularly scheduled City Council meeting at the Atherton Library, 2 Dinklespiel, Station Lane, 

and the Town Administrative Offices, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton, CA 94027. Additionally, 
agendas and staff reports may be accessed on the town website at: www.ci.atherton.ca.us  

 
In compliance with SB 343, materials related to an item on this Agenda  
submitted to the City Council after distribution of the agenda packet are  

available for public inspection in the Town Administrative Offices,  
91 Ashfield Road, during normal business hours. 

 
Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk’s 
Office at (650) 752-0500.  Notification of 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements 

to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  (29 CRF 35.104 ADA Title II) 

http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/


ITEM NO. 6  
 
 

 
 

Town of Atherton  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   
FROM: JOHN H. DANIELSON, INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
   
DATE: FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF MARCH 16, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: CITY MANAGER WRITTEN REPORT 
 
ADMINISTRATION: 
 
The City Manager has received requests from residents to provide enforcement for 
households that habitually place waste and recycling containers on the curbside or in the 
public right of way in advance of collection day and/or leave the containers at these 
locations long after the containers have been emptied. Atherton does not have any 
regulations regarding this matter. Many surrounding cities control the time of placement 
prior to collection and removal of containers after they are emptied.   
 
Council may want to consider directing staff to begin a review to determine if early 
placement and or late removal of waste containers constitute a public nuisance and return 
to Council by May, 2011introducing an ordinance and guidelines for the timely and 
proper placement and removal of waste containers. 
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT: (*See attachment – Road Impact Refund Summary) 
 
FEBRUARY PERMIT ACTIVITY 
 
February 2010 
• Permit applications received:  65       
• Number of permits issued:  50         
• Number of inspections:  371       
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February 2011 
• Permit applications received:  64     
• Number of permits issued:  54  
• Number of inspections:  519  
 
FISCAL YEAR PERMIT ACTIVITY 
 
July 2009  February 2010 
• Permit applications received:  565      
• Number of permits issued:  550            
• Number of inspections:  3,092          
 
July 2010  February 2011 
• Permit applications received:  603  
• Number of permits issued:  593     
• Number of inspections:  4,711     
 
FY10 REVENUE 
 
July 2009  February 2010 
• Permit Fees:  $426,204.45 
• Plan Check Fees:  $241,448.17 
• Total Revenue:  $667,652.62 
 
FY11 REVENUE 
 
July 2010  February 2011 
• Permit Fees:  $497,364.33 
• Plan Check Fees:  $325,828.49 
• Total Revenue:  $823,192.82 
 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT: 
 
A mid-year budget adjustment for FY 2010-11 was approved by the City Council in 
February.  General Fund is projected to end the fiscal year with positive result except for 
the use of reserve to reimburse Road Impact Fee Fund.  
 
Finance Director worked on soliciting several proposals from HR consulting firms and 
one municipality to provide human resources assistance to the Town.  An agreement was 
reached with the Teamsters employees to start the implementation of the new vacation 
cap effective November 27, 2011.   
 
A Procurement Tiger Team consists of the Finance Director and the Interim Building 
Official is reviewing the use of Town credit cards, procurement process and control.  As 
approved by the City Manager, Finance Department will be utilizing Maze & Associates 
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to provide special project assistance in developing procedures, process, and inventory 
control. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
 
On March 3, 2011 the Atherton Police were involved in a theft investigation that 
exemplified the importance of having alert citizens report criminal or suspicious acts.  In 
this instance, a citizen saw a man take a jackhammer from his van while the van was 
parked on the street, and flee from the crime scene in a Ford Focus. The alert citizen 
immediately called 9-1-1 and was able to provide the license plate to the Atherton Police.  
The subsequent police investigation led to the arrest of the offender after he was 
identified as the thief by the victim.  In the past few months, there have been several 
thefts of gardener/landscape tools that were taken from unattended vehicles parked on the 
street.  Thanks to an alert citizen, the police were able to arrest this offender. 
 
During this reporting period, there were 10 reported thefts (petty and grand).  The thefts 
ranged from stolen bikes and backpacks from the Menlo Atherton High School and 
Sacred Heart Prep School, to items stolen from unlocked vehicles parked on Atherton 
streets.  There were 3 reported Fraud cases and 1 auto burglary this month, making a total 
of 14 theft related crimes this month.  February of 2011 saw a decrease in theft related 
crimes compared to February of 2010, which recorded 23 theft related crimes. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT UPDATES: 
 
• El Camino Real Crosswalks – Town contract crews have trimmed vegetation to clear 

the shoulders to provide clear sight distance to pedestrians waiting to cross, as well as 
a clear travel path for pedestrians and bicycles traveling on the shoulder. Crews will 
trim additional if needed for the new signs when they are installed. Caltrans has 
ordered new warning signs at the crosswalks that are expected to be installed by mid-
March. Each sign installation will include either signs or paddles in the median and at 
the roadside, as well as new reflectors at the median ends.  

• Status of approved traffic projects: 
o Oak Grove “No Right Turn 7:30-9:30 and 1:30-3:30 M-F” signs have been 

installed. 
o Atherton Avenue/Fair Oaks Lane @ El Camino Real turn lane restriping 

awaits dry weather, with an estimated completion at the end of March. Staff 
will use this project as a demonstration project for pre-molded thermoplastic 
stripes instead of paint.  

o Acorn Way at Catalpa Drive and Greenoaks Drive three-way “Stop” signs 
awaits dry weather for striping, with an estimated completion at the end of 
March. 

o James Gate “No Parking” and red curb signs will be installed in March and 
red curb awaits dry weather. 
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• Fletcher/Ridgeview Drainage and Reconstruction – The sewer and water districts 
replacement projects are completed. Town staff continues to monitor the project 
during the rainy season. The street replacement phase will begin in April.  

• Hoover/Valparaiso Crosswalk –Caltrans approved the project funding for design. The 
consultant has completed the design and the project is ready to advertise. Approval to 
advertise is required from Caltrans now that the plans and cost estimate are 
completed. The Caltrans approved plans will then be brought to the Transportation 
Committee and Council for approval and authorization to advertise. 

• High Speed Rail –No additional Technical Working Group (TWG) meetings have 
been scheduled to date because the federal funding is being spent in the central 
valley. The process for the Peninsula is being revamped, and meetings will be held in 
March to discuss how to proceed. A phased implementation is being developed where 
the existing tracks with electrification are used for high speed trains between San Jose 
and San Francisco. 

• Library – staff is assisting the ALBSC to negotiate a final agreement to bring to 
Council in April. Planning is preparing an RFP for environmental studies and reports, 
with a contract brought to Council also in April. 

• Park Survey – an RFP has been issued for on-call surveying firms. Three to five firms 
will be chosen to provide services over a five-year on-call period. Survey tasks will 
be rotated among the selected firms. The first firm will provide the park survey, the 
second the survey for the Marsh Road Wall project, etc., on an as-needed basis. 

• Park Corporation Yard – the Town landscape consultant has developed a design of a 
demonstration raingarden for the new corporation yard remodel. The project will be a 
regulated project under the new C.3 criteria, and will also meet the Town’s own 
drainage criteria. The corporation yard will be remodeled to include storage and bins 
for processing green waste. A new entrance to the east gate will be constructed to 
clear the Carriage House Courtyard for a beautification project. The Master 
Gardeners of San Mateo County have requested permission to include a “hoop house” 
greenhouse structure in the corporation yard. Plans are being developed for 
submission for approval. 

• Park South Meadow and Irrigation – the contractor has completed the irrigation 
installation for the South Meadow rehabilitation project and awaits a few dry days to 
bring the equipment on the turf to perform the turf rehabilitation. Meanwhile, park 
staff is busy connecting other irrigation zones to the master irrigation system 
completed last summer.  This work is being done in the winter while the irrigation 
system can be shut down for these repairs.  Lots of new pipe, new wire and new 
sprinkler heads are being installed to upgrade the systems. While the system is down, 
the old well was inspected and found to need a new starter and some other electrical 
parts. With all these upgrades and repairs, the irrigation system at the park will be 
ready to handle the summer hot weather. 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT: 
 
The Planning Commission, at its March 3, 2011 meeting took the following action;  
 

1. Approved a Heritage Tree Removal Permit to allow the removal of one heritage 
tree and approved a Variance to allow a reduction in the side yard setbacks for the 
construction of a new residence at 51 Winchester. 

2. Approved a Heritage Tree Removal Permit to allow the removal of three heritage 
trees at 56 Edge Road.  

 
The following items are scheduled for the March 23, 2011 Planning Commission 
meeting;  

1. Request for a Heritage Tree Removal Permit and Mitigated Negative Declaration 
for the removal of nineteen trees at 463 Selby. 

2. Conditional Use Permit for wireless antennas at the communications tower 
located behind Town Hall at 91 Ashfield Road. 

3. Conditional Use Permit for increased enrollment at Menlo School 
 



Town of Atherton 
Road Impact Fee (RIF) Refund Summary  

February 17, 2011 

 
 
RIF Refund Summary    

GROUP 1 (100% of RIF Paid) 
 
Total estimated liability for all payees: $164,283.35 
Total amount of claims validated / refund checks issued: $164,283.35 
 
Total number of accounts subject to RIF Refund: 74 
Total number of claims approved and submitted for payment: 74 
Total number of claims approved and awaiting signed settlement agreement from payee: 45 
 
GROUP 2 (40% Incremental RIF Paid) * Deadline for submitting a RIF refund claim form is March 10, 2011 

 
Total estimated liability for all payees: $435,793.53 
Total amount of claims submitted to date: $94,973.04 
Total amount of claims validated / refund checks approved: $89,371.68 
Total amount of claims pending proof of RIF payment (under review): $5,601.36 
 
469 – Number of Home Owners mailed a courtesy notice regarding RIF Refund program on Dec 9, 2010 
315 – Number of RIF Payees notified from payment database on Dec 12, 2010 
 
Total number of Phone Consultations: 28 
 
Total number of claims received to date: 37 
Total number of claims approved and submitted for payment: 31 
Total number of refunds pending proof of RIF payment (pending): 6 
RIF refund settlement prior to refund program (under review): 02 
RIF permit canceled / reimbursed prior to refund program: 14 
   
Total number of non‐responsive payees to date: 276 
 

2

1.5%4.0%

68.5%

Refund Summary ‐ Group 1 & 2

 



 
Draft Minutes 

Town of Atherton 
CITY COUNCIL 

ATHERTON CHANNEL DRAINAGE DISTRICT 
February 16, 2011 

7:00 p.m. 
Holbrook Palmer Park Pavilion 

150 Watkins Avenue 
Atherton, California 

  REGULAR MEETING 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Dobbie called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
1.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
    
2.  ROLL CALL         Lewis, Dobbie, Widmer, McKeithen, Carlson 
 
McKeithen was excused.  
 
3   PRESENTATIONS    - None. 
   
4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Jon Buckheit, Atherton resident, spoke in regards to a newspaper article regarding former Finance 
Director John Johns. Buckheit suggested allowing Johns to come back and complete an audit of the 
Police Department which has already begun.  
 
Mayor Dobbie said that item 15 was pulled from the agenda at the request of staff. It will not be 
taken up.  
 
5. REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION - February 16, 2011 
    
ROLL CALL  Lewis, Dobbie, Widmer, McKeithen (Excused), Carlson  

  
PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 

 
Mayor Dobbie gave a verbal announcement of closed session items.  
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
A.  CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION   

(Subsection (b) of Government Code Section 54956.9) 
 (1 Case) 
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B. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL--EXISTING LITIGATION (Subdivision 
(a) of Section 54956.9)  
Pacific Peninsula Group v. Town of Atherton   

  
RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION 
 
Report of action taken 
 
Acting City Attorney Ben Winig said that there was no reportable action from Closed Session.  
 
Mayor Dobbie adjourned the special meeting at 6:45 p.m. 
 
6. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Interim City Manager Danielson said he is working with staff to be as economic as possible in light 
of the budget situation.  
 
7. COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ROUNDTABLE REPORT  - None 

 CONSENT CALENDAR    

Council Member Lewis removed items 13, 17, and 19.  
 
8. APPROVAL OF JANUARY 19 REGULAR 2011 MEETING MINUTES 
 Recommendation: Approve January 19, 2011 regular meeting minutes 
   
9. APPROVAL OF BILLS AND CLAIMS FOR JANUARY 2011 IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$1,016,134 
 Recommendation: Approve Bills and Claims in the amount of $1,016,134 
 
10. FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE SEVEN MONTHS ENDED JANUARY 31, 2011 
 Report: Finance Director Louise Ho 
 Recommendation: Receive the General Fund Financial Report for the seven months ended 

January 31, 2011 
 
11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ESCHEAT OF UNCLAIMED BUILDING AND 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPOSITS TO THE GENERAL FUND 
 Report: Finance Director Louise Ho 
 Recommendation: Adopt Resolution 11-02 approving the escheating of $30,618.91 of 

unclaimed building deposits and $45,036.00 of unclaimed public works deposits to the 
General Fund 

 
12. ACCEPTANCE OF FISCAL YEAR 2009-2010 SINGLE AUDIT REPORT 

Report: Finance Director Louise Ho 
Recommendation: Accept FY 2009-2010 Single Audit Report. 

 
14. ACCEPTANCE OF WORK, AUTHORIZATION TO RECORD NOTICE OF 

COMPLETION FOR THE 09-10 ATHERTON CAPE SEAL PROJECT NUMBER 
09-001 
Report: Public Works Director Duncan Jones 
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Recommendation: Accept work and authorize recording of a notice of completion for the 
Atherton Cape Seal Project Number 09-001 

 
15. APPROVE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH MARK THOMAS 

& COMPANY, INC. FOR SURVEYING SERVICES FOR THE HOLBROOK-
PALMER PARK SURVEY 
Report: Public Works Director Duncan Jones 
Recommendation: Accept the proposal and authorize the City Manager to sign a 
Professional Services Agreement with Mark Thomas & Company to provide surveying 
services for the Holbrook-Palmer Park Survey in an amount not exceed $29,965, plus a 10% 
contingency, for a total authorization of $32,961.50 

 
16. APPROVE GROUP 4 ARCHITECTURE RESEARCH + PLANNING, INC. AS THE 

ARCHITECT FOR THE NEW ATHERTON LIBRARY CONCEPT PHASE 
Report: Public Works Director Duncan Jones 
Recommendation: Approve the selection of Group 4 Architecture Research + Planning, 
Inc. as the Architect for the concept phase of the new Atherton Library 

  
18. APPROVE CONTINUATION OF CODE ENFORCEMENT SERVICES THROUGH 

AN AMENDMENT UNTIL A DECISION IS MADE FOR A PERMANENT 
ARRANGEMENT 

 Report: Interim City Manager John Danielson 
 Recommendation: Approve the continuation of the provision of code enforcement services 

through a contractual amendment to the current Code Enforcement services agreement with 
CSG, INC. until a decision is made on the permanent arrangement 

 
MOTION by Lewis, second by Widmer to approve the consent calendar which includes items 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, and 18. The motion passed.  
 
Ayes:  4 Nays:  0 Abstain: 0 Absent: 1 (McKeithen)  
 
ITEMS PULLED FROM CONSENT 
 
19. APPROVE A BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR CONTRACT PLAN REVIEW IN AN 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $79,000 AND WAIVE REQUIREMENTS OF 
CHAPTER 3.16 (PURCHASING SYSTEM) OF THE ATHERTON MUNICPAL 
CODE TO AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $51,350 
TO CSG CONSULTANTS FOR PLAN REVIEW AND INSPECTION SERVICES 
FOR THE MENLO SCHOOL PROJECT 

 Report: Interim City Manager John Danielson 
 Recommendation: Approve a budget amendment for contract plan review in an amount not 

to exceed $79,000 and waive the requirements of Chapter 3.16 (Purchasing System) of the 
Atherton Municipal Code to authorize payment of an amount not to exceed $51,350 to CSG 
Consultants for plan review and inspection services for the Menlo School project, on a one-
time basis 

 
Council Member Lewis questioned whether this is a pass through and reimbursable expense. Public 
Works Director Jones affirmed that it was.  
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13. ADOPT A RESOLUTION APPROVING A “NO PARKING ANYTIME” ZONE ON 
THE SOUTH SIDE OF JAMES AVENUE FROM THE MIDDLEFIELD ROAD 
GATE TO 100 FEET EAST OF THE GATE AND PAINT THE CURB RED 
Report: Public Works Director Duncan Jones 
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution 11-03 approving a “No Parking Anytime” zone on the 
south side of James Avenue from the Middlefield Road gate to 100 feet east of the gate, 
including painting the existing curb red 

 
Council Member Lewis voiced her concern that putting up so many “no parking” signs around 
Encinal school is may create a negative impact on traffic. Lewis suggested a thorough traffic study.  
 
Mayor Dobbie said this came up at the Transportation meeting and the issue was that people were 
parking between Middlefield and Heather Drive which was causing traffic congestion.  
 
Public Works Director Jones said that as soon as Encinal school is done with the punch list on all 
the new buildings they plan to work together and do a thorough study of where people can park.  
 
Betsy Colby, Atherton resident, said there is only a narrow lane for children to walk through James 
and Middlefield and if cars are parked then the area is blocked.  
 
MOTION by Dobbie, second by Widmer to adopt Resolution 11-03 approving a “No Parking 
Anytime” zone on the south side of James Avenue from the Middlefield Road gate to 100 feet 
east of the gate, including painting the existing curb red. The motion passed.  
 
Ayes:  4 Nays:  0 Abstain: 0 Absent: 1 (McKeithen)  
 
17. PROGRESS REPORT ON CONSTRUCTION AT 297 POLHEMUS, ATHERTON 

Report: Building Official Dennis Lockard 
Recommendation: Authorize the continued extension of the deadline for the collection of 
deposits and charging of fines for subject property, receive and file this report 

 
Interim Building Official Dennis Lockard said that since the last Council meeting he has instituted a 
couple of monitoring activities which include physical onsite tours, and impromptu visits. Lockard 
said there has been activity each and every day and the home owners are making good progress.  
 
Vice Mayor Widmer said that he needs to see substantial progress by the next meeting otherwise he 
will not vote to waive fees.  
 
MOTION by Lewis, second by Dobbie to authorize the continued extension of the deadline for 
the collection of deposits and charging of fines for subject property, receive and file this 
report. The motion passed.  
 
Ayes:  4 Nays:  0 Abstain: 0 Absent: 1 (McKeithen)  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS   (20)  

 
20. INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT REFUSE AND RECYCLING 

COLLECTION RATES 
Report: Interim City Manager John Danielson 
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Recommendation: Hold a public hearing, determine whether a majority protest has been 
received, and if there is no majority protest, and introduce the attached Ordinance increasing 
refuse and recycling rates.  A two-thirds vote is required (i.e.; four affirmative votes). 

 
Interim City Manager John Danielson gave a Power Point presentation of the refuse and recycling 
collection rates. The presentation covered topics which included the purpose of the hearing, 
background information and history on the increases, Allied Waste billing, Recology Franchise 
agreement, options and actions. [A copy of the presentation can be found in the City Clerks Office]. 
 
Council Member Carlson said he has had an issue with the South Bay Waste Management 
Authority (SBWMA) for several years and believes they need an oversight board of elected 
officials. Carlson said he is concerned that the trucks picking up waste has doubled. Carlson added 
that there has been no logical justification for why the rate went up so high from the original 
proposed rate of 16.9%. Carlson concluded that he wants definitive answers on how much it costs to 
pick up each bin and dump it.  
 
Council Member Lewis said the Environmental Programs Committee made a recommendation to 
approve the rates when they were proposed at much lower rates. Lewis said the goal of Recology is 
to get each household to use less garbage and recycle more. Lewis questioned how much Recology 
makes on composting and how much it is subsidizing the rates.  
 
Mayor Dobbie said residents are upset because Recology made promises that they could not keep. 
Dobbie suggested staff reviewing the bid put forward by Recology and see what they are and are 
not honoring.  
 
Vice Mayor Widmer said he looked into the history of rate increase discussions and it first came up 
in 2007. Widmer said the Town needs to sort this out and find a way to move forward as fast as 
possible and stop dwelling on what happened in the past. Widmer said staff should review the bid, 
examine all aspects and factors of the franchise agreement and examine Allied Waste fees as well. 
 
Acting City Attorney Winig asked how many written bid protests were received. Deputy City Clerk 
DellaSanta said approximately 40.  
 
Mayor Dobbie opened up for public comment. 
 
Melinda Tevis, Atherton resident, said there may hase been a lack of leadership with the previous 
City Manager during the rate increase discussions. Tevis said she hopes the Town looks further into 
the reason why the increase was so high.  
 
Mel Britton, Atherton resident, said the Town needs to find out what it really costs to perform the 
services Recology is doing and how much money they are making to execute the job.  
 
Virginia Ruggeiro, Atherton resident, said since the implementation of weekly service there are 
garbage cans out all over Town every single day.  
 
Tom Glenwood, Atherton resident, asked if the residents were surveyed on what services they 
prefer. He said Recology is the poorest run organization he has ever dealt with.  
 
Helen Harm, Atherton resident, said weekly pick up is not an enhanced service or improvement.  
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Jon Buckheit, Atherton resident, said the cost was very misguided. Buckheit encouraged the Town 
to find a new vendor and get the true cost. He concluded that the prior vendor had a huge surplus 
and gave raises to eradicate it which should be considered a crime.  
 
Henry Ilg, said he never had a problem with Allied Waste. He added that Recology’s service is 
ridiculous and has very bad management.  
 
Gail William, said the only enhancement of services is the pick up of organics and the transfer to 
single stream recycling.  
 
Janet Simons, Atherton resident, said she does her best to drag the containers out to the street. She 
tried her best to place them correctly and still received a ticket from Recology saying it was an 
incorrect set out.  
 
Jack Ringham, Atherton resident, handed out a spreadsheet of his personal thoughts regarding the 
containers and their true costs.  
 
James Duvway, Atherton resident, said Atherton is a generous community but they don’t like to be 
ripped off.  
 
John Thomas, Atherton resident, questioned why the increases vary from agency to agency.  
 
Larry Sweeney, Atherton resident, said he has been composting for years. Sweeney suggested 
getting rid of food scraps and go back to the bi-weekly pick up.  
 
Bob Watkins, Atherton resident, said he never asked for weekly service and preferred the bi-weekly 
pick up.  
 
Mayor Dobbie closed public comments. 
 
Dobbie said he has received numerous complaints about garbage cans being left out on the streets 
for too long. Dobbie said that in his opinion it is not high enough on the priority list at the moment 
in light of the many major problems the Town is currently faced with.  
 
Vice Mayor Widmer thanked the residents for voicing their concerns. Widmer said the Town needs 
to do a thorough investigation to see that we are getting what we paid for. Widmer said the contract 
needs to be enforced as-is and the rates needs to be addressed to reflect the costs of services. 
Widmer concluded that staff should make every effort possible to determine how much road impact 
there is and consider using some of it to defray some costs and spread out any fee we might have 
once settled with Allied.  
 
Council Member Lewis said the Town should begin polling residents to see what services they 
want. Lewis said a survey was sent out years ago and residents did want weekly service back then 
and 60% preferred single stream recycling. Lewis concluded that the survey may not have 
considered the Towns population and a new survey should be done.  
 
Council Member Carlson requested that staff have comparative data at the next meeting in regards 
to the franchise fee, its purpose, and how it compares with other agencies.  
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City Council unanimously decided to continue the item to the next meeting to allow City Manager 
Danielson to form an “action team” to address resident concerns. The rates will remain as is, for 
now.  
 
Action for staff to follow up on: 
 
1. Why a 16.9% increase in rates was not even close to the final settlement. 
2. How much of our residents monthly bills are going to pay off bonds that were issued for the 
transfer station.   
3. Negotiate for post payment in the future, rather then pre-payment for garbage services. 
4. Facts about why the rate is so much higher then other cities (and not vague answers about large 
lot sizes). 
5. What is the cost of servicing all of the different types of waste containers and then, compare 
those to the proposed billing rates.  
 
REGULAR AGENDA (Items 21-24)  
   
21. APPROVE AN AGREEMENT TO CONDUCT AN ORGANIZATIONAL 

EFFECTIVENESS AND EFFICIENCY STUDY FOR PUBLIC WORKS, BUILDING, 
ADMINISTRATION, AND OTHER RELATED FUNCTIONS 

 Report: City Manager John Danielson 
 Recommendation: Approve an agreement to conduct an organizational effectiveness and 

efficiency study for Public Works, Building, Administration and other related functions, and 
authorize the City Manager to sign the contract on behalf of the Town 

 
Interim City manager Danielson said he is committed to looking at every efficiency and opportunity 
possible for cost saving, to make sure public funds are being spent properly.  
 
Council Member Carlson said the Town is very fortunate to get an interim City Manager with such 
experience and he is very comfortable supporting the agreement.  
 
Mayor Dobbie said the Town has serious financial problems and hopes that the result of this study 
will give recommendation that will significantly approve the budget. 
 
MOTION by Dobbie, second by Widmer to approve an agreement to conduct an 
organizational effectiveness and efficiency study for Public Works, Building, Administration 
and other related functions, and authorize the City Manager to sign the contract on behalf of 
the Town. The motion passed.  
 
Ayes:  4 Nays:  0 Abstain: 0 Absent: 1 (McKeithen)  
 
22.  APPROVE AN AGREEMENT TO CONDUCT AN ORGANIZATIONAL 

EFFECTIVENESS AND EFFICIENCY STUDY FOR POLICE SERVICES AND THE 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER AND AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO 
SIGN THE CONTRACT ON BEHALF OF THE TOWN 
Report: City Manager John Danielson 
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Recommendation: Approve an agreement to conduct an organizational effectiveness and 
efficiency study for police services and the communications center, and authorize the City 
Manager to sign the contract on behalf of the Town 

 
Danielson said this study is the exact same as the previous agreement approved in item 22 except 
that this covers the Police Department and Communications.  
 
Danielson noted that he either knows or has worked with almost all of the firms who submitted 
proposals.  
 
Council concurred that this item will trump the colleagues memorandum brought forth by Mayor 
Dobbie and Vice Mayor Widmer at the January Council meeting.  
 
Valerie Gardner, Atherton resident, urged the consultant to look into the facilities issues at the 
Police Department.  
 
MOTION by Dobbie, second by Widmer to Approve an agreement to conduct an 
organizational effectiveness and efficiency study for police services and the communications 
center, and authorize the City Manager to sign the contract on behalf of the Town. The 
motion passed.  
 
Ayes:  4 Nays:  0 Abstain: 0 Absent: 1 (McKeithen)  
 
23. APPROVE RECOMMENDATION FROM AD-HOC LEGAL COUNSEL 

COMMITTEE AND LEGAL COUNSEL SELECTION COMMITTEE TO 
ESTABLISH A CHARTER FOR THE LEGAL COUNSEL SELECTION 
COMMITTEE AND DEVELOP A PROCESS FOR SELECTING A CITY 
ATTORNEY 
Report: Interim City Manager John H. Danielson 
Recommendation: Approve recommendation from ad-hoc legal counsel committee and 
legal counsel selection committee to establish a charter for the legal counsel selection 
committee and for developing a process for selecting a City Attorney 

 
Interim City Manager Danielson said the committee has presented an outstanding process to screen 
the City Attorney applicants. 
 
Council Member Lewis illustrated each committee member and their background and expertise in 
the field.   
 
Legal Counsel Committee member Peter Carpenter thanked Council for the opportunity to be 
involved in the process.  
 
MOTION by Dobbie, second by Carlson to allow the committee to rate all ten firms based on 
a matrix provided by staff, review the ratings at a special meeting on March 2nd and create a 
list of the top 3 to 5 firms to recommend to Council at their March 16 meeting, and allow the 
committee to hold interviews for 3 to 5 firms on March 14th. The motion passed. 
 
Ayes:  4 Nays:  0 Abstain: 0 Absent: 1 (McKeithen)  
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24.       ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE MID-YEAR   BUDGET 

ADJUSTMENTS FOR FY 2010-11 
Report: Finance Director Louise Ho 

 Recommendation: Adopt Resolution 11-04 Approving the Mid-Year Budget Adjustments 
for FY 2010-11 

 
Finance Director Louise Ho reviewed the revenues and expenditures with Council. Ho said that 
based on the 6 month operation staff is projecting revenue for General Fund to increase by 
$498,422.  
 
Ho added that excluding Building Department revenue and expenditure, General Fund is projecting 
a surplus at June 30, 2011 of $93,411.  Ho said the conservatively speaking the Building 
Department is projecting a $528,557 loss for the FY 2011 which leaves the Building Department 
operating reserve with a projected balance at June 30, 2011, of $502,079. Ho concluded General 
Fund reserve is projected to decrease by $793,943 to cover a transfer of $902,355 to reimburse 
Road Impact Fee Fund for incorrect charges. 
 
Dobbie reminded staff to make sure that all things related to building a new library are continually 
charged to the library fund and not to the Towns General Fund. Ho said she frequently pays 
particular attention to that area.  
 
Council questioned some of the expenses, in particular the $100,000 for administration. 
 
Danielson said there were many factors into the amount including the MOU salary adjustments 
based on the approval of MOU’s at the November, 2010 meeting and an expenditure made for the 
City Attorney to conduct the search for an interim city manager.  
 
Mayor Dobbie said the Finance Committee plans to review the parcel tax appropriations between 
capital improvement projects and the Police Department.  
 
MOTION by Lewis, second by Dobbie to Adopt Resolution 11-04 Approving the Mid-Year 
Budget Adjustments for FY 2010-11. The motion passed.  
 
Ayes:  4 Nays:  0 Abstain: 0 Absent: 1 (McKeithen)  
 
25. COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Nothing further to add to written report.  
 
26. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None.  
 
27.    PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
None. 
 

28. ADJOURN  
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MOTION by Dobbie, second by Widmer to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mayor Dobbie adjourned the meeting at 9:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
____________________ 
Theresa DellaSanta 
Deputy City Clerk 
  
 













































Item No. 11 

 

Town of Atherton 

 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
  JOHN DANIELSON, INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: LOUISE HO, FINANCE DIRECTOR 
 
DATE: FOR THE MEETING OF MARCH 16, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE SECOND 

QUARTER ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2010 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Accept the Treasurer’s Report for the Second Quarter Ended December 31, 2010. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Town’s Statement of Investment Policy requires the City Manager or designee to submit 
quarterly and annual Treasurer’s Report to the City Council.  The Treasurer’s Report provides 
an update on the cash and investment position of the Town of Atherton.  
 
The Town engaged Cutwater (formerly MBIA) in January 2009 to provide non-discretionary 
investment advisory services. Due to the current economic climate, Cutwater is continuing to 
take a conservative approach to meet the Town’s investment goals in the order of safety, 
liquidity, and yield. 
 
To facilitate the trading and safekeeping of securities, Wells Fargo Bank serves as the 
safekeeping agent for the Town. 
 
As part of the Treasurer’s Report, a detail cash and investment balance by Fund is also attached.  
It is important to note that even though $8,506,502 is listed as “non-restricted” fund, this 
amount is not all available for spending. “Non-restricted” is to means not legally restricted but 
the Town does have obligations and unfunded liabilities that must or may be met with the non-
restricted fund. 
 
  
 
 



  
 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 
None 
 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
________________________   _______________________ 
Louise Ho, Finance Director    John Danielson, Interim City Manager 
     
 
Attachment:  Treasurer’s Report for Second Quarter Ended December 31, 2010 
            
 





















Item No. 12 

 

Town of Atherton 

 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
  JOHN DANIELSON, INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: LOUISE HO, FINANCE DIRECTOR 
 
DATE: FOR THE MEETING OF MARCH 16, 2011 
  
SUBJECT: APPROVAL FOR THE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO ATTEND THE               

2011 SPRINGBROOK SOFTWARE CONFERENCE 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve the Finance Director to attend the Springbrook Software Conference in Portland, 
Oregon, in May 2011. 
  
DISCUSSION 
 
The Town implemented the Springbrook Software in March of 2010.  The Finance Director is 
seeking City Council approval to attend the Springbrook Software Conference to be held in 
Portland, Washington, from May 3 to May 5, 2011. 
 
By attending the conference, the Finance Director will receive update and gain further 
knowledge about the Springbrook products and develop a working relationship with 
Springbrook technical support staff and other Springbrook users.  The conference also offers 
continuing education hours for the Finance Director’s CPA license.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The conference is estimated to cost: 
 
Registration $   495 
Lodging      358 
Travel       225 
 Total   $1,078 
 

  
 
 



  
 
 

The cost is budgeted on the FY 2010-11 Finance Department training budget. 
 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
 
________________________   _______________________ 
Louise Ho, Finance Director    John Danielson, Interim City Manager 
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                                Item No. 13                 
 
 
       TOWN OF ATHERTON 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
  INTERIM CITY MANAGER, JOHN DANIELSON 
 
FROM: KATHY HUGHES ANDERSON, TOWN ARBORIST 
 
DATE: FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF MARCH 16, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION TO DIRECT THE GENERAL PLAN COMMITTEE TO 

CONSIDER REVISIONS TO CHAPTER 6.04.250 OF THE ATHERTON 
MUNICPAL CODE 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Environmental Programs Committee recommends that the City Council direct the General Plan 
Committee to review and consider revisions to Chapter 6.04.250 of the Atherton Municipal Code relating 
to zoning provisions for the housing of rabbits and fowl. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Atherton resident and Planning Commission Chair, Kristi Waldron, made a presentation to the 
Environmental Programs Committee at their January 19, 2011 meeting regarding the restrictions in the 
Atherton Municipal Code for structures to house chickens.  The Environmental Programs Committee put 
the item on their February 16, 2011 meeting agenda.   
 
ANALYSIS 
 
At their February 16th meeting, the EPC reviewed the current zoning regulations for lot requirements and 
setbacks for structures to house chickens.  Chapter 6.04.250 states that” no building or structure for the 
housing or maintenance of animals other than domestic household pets, shall be constructed, 
reconstructed, altered or enlarged:  
 1.  On any lot or parcel of land containing less than eighty thousand feet; 
 2.  On any lot or parcel of land which is less than one hundred ninety feet in width; 
 3.  In front of the rear line projection of the dwelling or buildings or structure so housing or 
maintaining animals is set back at least one hundred fifty feet from the front property line, or in the event 
the lot is a corner lot, it must be set back at least one hundred fifty feet from each property line facing the 
street, and in all respects such structure must conform to the provisions of the zoning title; 
 4.  Less than one hundred fifteen feet from the building area of any adjoining lot or parcel of land; 
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 5.  Less than seventy-five feet from the property line of the lot on which such building or structure 
is situated.” 
 
The ordinance further states in Section F that all fowl “must be maintained and kept in an enclosure 
within the area within an accessory structure which may be erected, as provided in this chapter.”  The 
ordinance also states that a license is required, although no license fee is required for less than forty fowl.  
A fee is required for over forty fowl, but it does not state what the fee is and it is not listed in the Town’s 
fee schedule.  The police department is charged with the responsibility of issuing the licenses and 
collecting fees.  The Police have no knowledge of ever issuing licenses for fowls or rabbits. 
 
The EPC feels that the setbacks and lot requirements are too restrictive for a typical current one acre 
parcel.  The Committee noted that there seems to be a growing interest in raising chickens and having 
fresh eggs.   Kristi Waldron provided a table comparing what other jurisdictions ordinances are regarding 
chickens and structures for the housing of chickens.  The EPC suggested that a sub-committee review the 
lot requirements and make a recommendation to the General Plan Committee.  Frank Merrill of the EPC 
has agreed to serve on a sub-committee.  The EPC also felt that because the ordinance regulates setbacks 
for an accessory structure, the Planning Commission should review any changes recommended by the 
General Plan Committee before it goes to the City Council. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Additional staff time to move the ordinance through the General Plan Committee, Planning Commission, 
and back to the City Council is anticipated to be 15-20 hours for the Deputy City Planner. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 
 
The proposal has been determined to be exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Sections 15305, Class 5 which permits minor alterations in land 
use limitations which do not result in any changes in land use or density. 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed by: 
 
 
________________________   _________________________ 
Kathy Hughes Anderson    John Danielson, Interim City Manager 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
1.  Atherton Municipal Code 6.04.250 
2.  Table of Jurisdictions Comparisons 
3.  Minutes of the EPC 02/16/11 Meeting 
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  Environmental 
  Programs 
  Committee 
 

 MINUTES 
 

TOWN OF ATHERTON 
SPECIAL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 16, 2011 – 10:00 AM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

94 ASHFIELD ROAD 
 
I. ROLL CALL:  

 
Present: Gardner, Lewis, Merrill 
  Anderson 
Absent:  
   

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
On a motion by Elizabeth Lewis, seconded by Valerie Gardner, the minutes of the January 19, 
2011 meeting were approved as corrected. 
 

III. STAFF REPORTS: 
 
 Kathy Anderson reported that Alexi Petru, formally with San Mateo County Energy Watch 

program, has accepted a new position as a staff writer for the website Earth911.  She is interested 
in reporting on Atherton’s 2020 program. 

   
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
 Elizabeth Lewis reported on the City Council’s consideration of the refuse and recycling 
 collection rate hikes.  She feels that residents who set out numerous extra green carts should be 
 charged more. 
 
 Valerie Gardner reported on the Library Steering Committee’s selection of G4 Group from the 
 RFQ process.  She was happy with the vetting process and that G4 has a good reputation as 
 being green minded and has a LEED environmental approach. 
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 Elizabeth Lewis also reported on the ABAG Regional Growing Smarter Together Awards 
 Program and would like to see Atherton 2020 Program nominated for the reward.  Valerie 
 responded that now that we are aware of the recognition opportunity that maybe next year the 
 Town could nominate the Atherton 2020 Program, after there are some results to report. 
 
   
V. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 
VI. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
V. REGULAR AGENDA:  
 
A. Review of Chapter 6.04.250 of the Atherton Municipal Code – Zoning Provisions Animals 

and Fowl 
 
 Kathy Anderson reported that this item was brought to the Committee’s attention last month by 

resident Kristi Waldron.  At the January meeting the Committee agreed that the matter should 
be studied.  However, the item was not on the agenda, so staff has brought the item back to the 
EPC for a formal recommendation.  Staff is recommending that the EPC recommend to the City 
Council to direct the General Plan Committee to review the restrictive provisions for housing 
chickens.  Staff further recommends that since the provisions in Chapter 6.04.250 involve 
setback requirements for structures, the Planning Commission should also review any 
recommendations from the General Plan before sending to the City Council.  The EPC 
suggested that a sub-committee be formed to come up with some recommendations before 
sending to the General Plan Committee.  Frank Merrill agreed to serve on the sub-committee as 
an EPC representative.  Discussion followed regarding the timing of bringing the item before 
the City Council, the issue with roosters and how to make it as un-offensive as possible. 

  On a motion by Frank Merrill, seconded by Valerie Gardner, the EPC recommends 
to the City Council to direct the General Plan Committee to consider revisions to Chapter 
6.04.250 of the Atherton Municipal Code for housing fowl. 

 
B. Atherton 2020 Program Summary 
 
 Valerie introduced Janet Larson who has agreed to co-chair the Atherton 2020 Program.  

Valerie passed out a program development summary.  She explained how she has been working 
on content management for the website.  She has been developing the three pieces; design, 
content and functionality of the website.  She has been learning about wire frames and 
explained to the Committee how they serve not only Atherton, but the other towns with their 
own content.  Valerie talked about how Janet and other volunteers are taking on pieces of the 
program including the conservation kits and some of the more technical pieces of the software 
development.  She has created a team but still needs more participation and support, especially 
volunteers with technical skills. 

 Valerie reported that April 11th has been set as the launch date with an event from 7-9 in the 
evening at Holbrook-Palmer Park.  Elton Sherwin Jr., a local VC and author of “Addicted to 
Energy” has indicated he is available on that date to be the keynote speaker.  Valerie will be 
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meeting with Sherwin to confirm the engagement.  She said he will speak on smart energy use 
and will appeal to our audience. 

 
 The April event will start the launch of the program with publicity, outreach and paper 

registrations to follow.  The publicity will work up to the bigger event on May 22nd.  The event 
will be a self guided home tour of energy efficient features.  Also happening soon after the 
launch will be students going door to door, flyers and coffee events in homes.  Valerie reported 
that Woodside, Portola Valley and Los Altos Hills will be collaborating with us on this event.    
She would like to have the conservation kits available by the April 11th event.  Many people will 
want to purchase the cool gadgets in the kits and she need to figure out how they can keep them 
and how we can re-pack the kit and collect the money.  Valerie said Elton Sherwin has a review 
of many of these gadgets on his website that we can link to. 

 
 Valerie further reported that a number of sponsor letters went out.  She will need to change the 

form because a number of the companies responded that they want to be a sponsor but did not 
include a check.  It was not clear that a check is required as a commitment to be included as a 
sponsor.  It was suggested that Valerie contact Recology to be a sponsor. 

  
C. Green Building Ordinance Update 
 
 Kathy reported that the General Plan Committee reviewed the latest version of a green building 

ordinance at their February 2nd meeting.  Dennis Lockard, the interim building official spoke to 
the Committee and recommended that we do nothing more than what is required by the Cal 
Green code as everyone is familiar with it and see where that goes.  Staff was directed to make 
changes to the proposed ordinance and bring it back to the General Plan Committee.  Jerry 
Carlson is a new representative on the General Plan Committee and will need to be brought up to 
speed on the long process it has been to get the ordinance to this point.  Valerie said she is 
meeting with the Mayor next week regarding the 2020 program and will also speak to him about 
the green building ordinance. 

 
D. EPC New Member Recruitment 
 
 Kathy reported that the City Clerk has published a formal request for volunteers to fill vacancies 
 on several Atherton Committees, including the EPC.  The EPC has ten vacancies.  The deadline 
 to submit an application is March 18th.  All members were encouraged to invite green minded 
 residents to file an application with the City Clerk to serve on the EPC. 
 
 Set Date for Next Meeting: March 9, 2011 
  
   

  Respectfully submitted, 
 Kathy Hughes Anderson 
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Item No.  14 

 

Town of Atherton 

 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   JOHN DANIELSON, INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM:   DUNCAN L. JONES, PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
 
DATE: FOR THE MEETING OF MARCH 16, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVE AN ACTION PLAN FOR A TRIAL CLOSURE 

OF HOLBROOK LANE AT THE TOWN LIMITS 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Approve an action plan for a trial closure of Holbrook Lane at the Town Limits. 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
Residents of Holbrook Lane have been trying for years to get some form of relief from 
cut-through traffic on their residential street. In November 2007 the Council directed staff 
to implement and action plan as follows: 
 
1. Take no further action at this time. This acknowledges that signal retiming and other 

Middlefield Road improvements may improve the situation further. 
2. Wait until the signal retiming is implemented and Encinal School completes their 

traffic study and start time change, recount at that time and return to the 
Transportation Subcommittee for further direction at that time. 

3. Survey residents with regard to placing signs prohibiting through traffic on Holbrook 
Lane during the peak hours of 7-9 AM. Enforcement of these signs could result in 
diversion of traffic to other streets, which then may require additional signs. 

4. Survey residents with regard to placing signs prohibiting left turns from Holbrook 
Lane to Middlefield Road during the peak hours of 7-9 AM. Enforcement of these 
signs would avoid left turning traffic blocking the intersection and causing a backup 
of traffic attempting to turn right. 
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5. Continue to study extending the right turn lane on Marsh Road. This would allow 

right turning vehicles to bypass the left turn queue, resulting in less diversion to 
Holbrook Lane. This could also be accomplished by extending the Atherton Channel 
box culvert and widening the intersection to the south, avoiding impacts to heritage 
Oak trees on the north side of the road. It would also repair the channel wall for the 
distance of the box culvert extension. Return to either the Transportation 
Subcommittee or Council with traffic study and a project concept, including 
estimated costs. 

 
In April of 2008 the Transportation Committee considered the sign only item again and 
decided to take no action at that time. Other activities in support of reducing backup on 
Middlefield Road and Marsh Road continued. 
 
The Transportation Committee reconsidered and approved at the March 2009 meeting a 
“No Through Traffic 7-9 AM” sign on Holbrook Lane (17th Ave) at Fair Oaks Lane. The 
request for the sign went to the County because the intersection is within the County 
jurisdiction. The County took the request to the North Fair Oaks Council (NFOC), the 
agency that reviews requests in the North Fair Oaks area, on July 16, 2009. 
 
The NFOC meeting was well publicized and had a reasonably large turnout. The 
residents proposed alternatives to the “No Through Traffic” sign that they thought would 
benefit more of the neighborhood than just Holbrook Lane. One proposal was “No Left 
Turn” signs on Holbrook Lane (17th Ave), Palmer Lane, and San Benito Ave. Another 
was “No Right Turn” signs on Marsh Road at Fair Oaks Avenue, 15th Ave and Bay Rd. 
The NFOC, after much deliberation, recommended a “No Right Turn” sign on Marsh 
Road at Fair Oaks Avenue. The NFOC felt that the other two streets would not be used 
by cut-through traffic but would remain available for resident access. These streets would 
probably not be used for two reasons: 1) turns would need to be made before the driver 
experienced the Marsh road backup, whereas the Fair Oaks Avenue turns are often made 
as the driver experiences backup at the lane reduction, and 2) the route through the 
neighborhood is more circuitous, and less likely to appear to drivers as a time saver. The 
NFOC also recommended that the signs be placed for a six-month trial period. 
 
The Atherton Transportation Committee considered this matter at their September 8, 
2009 meeting and recommended that the City Council approve the request. The Council 
approved the request and it was sent to San Mateo County. County staff rejected the 
proposal because it would potentially redirect traffic to other County streets, icnlduing 
Spring Street, as drivers attempt to find alternatives to reach 5th Avenue and Edison Way. 
 
The Atherton Transportation Committee considered this matter again at their May 11, 
2010 meeting where a request to install a “No through Traffic 7-9 AM Mon-Fri” advisory 
sign at the Town Limits was approved. This advisory sign was installed and created a 
mild round of comments until residents realized that is was advisory and the street could 
still be used. However, cut-through drivers realized the same thing and continued to use 
the street, disregarding the sign. The sign was only advisory and could not be enforced, 
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although Atherton PD did place officers on the street from time to time, attempting to 
gain compliance with the sign. 
 
At their September 14, 2010 the Transportation Committee was asked to consider 
surveying the residents of Holbrook Lane and 17th Avenue regarding three possible 
actions: 1) “No Right Turn 7-9 AM” from Holbrook Lane to Middlefield Road; 2) Close 
Holbrook Lane at the Town Limits, and 3) Leave “as-is” with the advisory sign approved 
previously. The Committee directed that the survey be performed, and the results showed 
that of the 27 Atherton residents, 26 responded and 18 favored closing the street over the 
other alternatives. Of the 20 County residents, 15 responded and 7 favored the street 
closure. See survey results attached. The Transportation Committee recommended that 
staff proceed with developing and action plan for a trial closure and seek Council 
approval of the plan. 
 
The action plan is to include an outreach program, a method of closure, a timeframe for a 
trail period, and a means to assess the results of the closure. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
Action Plan 
 

1. Outreach – conduct one or more public meetings to receive meaningful public 
input regarding the closure. Staff will work with staff of the county to develop a 
communication method to provide notice to all interested parties, including direct 
mail and posting of notices. Staff will also work with County staff to determine 
the best location for the meeting, considering either the City Council Chambers, 
Holbrook-Palmer Park or the North Fair Oaks Community Center. 

2. Staff recommends that the closure be for a trial period of six months, to 
commence in late summer just before school starts, or to include six month when 
peak travel is expected, i.e., not during the summer recess. This will give adequate 
indication if problems occur on other streets in the neighborhood during peak 
travel times. It is anticipated that there may be some initial traffic diversion, but 
that drivers will not achieve time savings on other streets over using Marsh Road 
and will in time settle into using Marsh Road. If significant traffic is diverted to 
other streets, Council will be advised at the end of six months and determine if the 
closure should be re-opened. 

3. Traffic counts are currently being collected to determine the pre-closure traffic 
volumes and speeds on the streets that parallel Holbrook Lane, including Palmer 
Lane (15th Avenue), San Benito Avenue and Encina Avenue ((11th Avenue). After 
the closure has been in effect for one month, additional traffic counts will be 
taken. They will be taken again at five months. This data will inform the 
Transportation Committee, who will make a recommendation to Council to either 
keep, cancel or modify the closure, or make other corrective actions. 

4. The method of closure will be coordinated with the neighborhood and with the 
Menlo Park Fire Protection District. Holbrook Lane is not a Primary Emergency 
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Response Route, so emergency access through the closure on a regular basis is not 
anticipated. Should emergency access be required, it is anticipated that the closure 
will have a double locking system that the fire district can use to gain access. Staff 
anticipates the temporary closure could therefore use either a post and chain 
system, with delineators on the chain, or a fence with removable bollards set in 
the pavement with appropriate street closure delineators on the bollards. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The Town currently has recycled milled wood that is used for removable bollards in 
Holbrook-Palmer Park. For a small cost, this wood can be used for bollards for this 
closure. Additional wood would be purchased to construct fencing similar to fencing used 
elsewhere in Fair Oaks to prevent vehicles from bypassing. Nine-button delineator signs 
(standard for street closures) and “No Through Street” signs would be installed. The cost 
would be approximately $1500 plus staff time to install. 
 
Alternatively, a post and chain with additional posts to prevent bypassing, with 
delineators and signs would cost approximately $1000 plus staff time to install. 
 
Prepared By:      Approved: 
 
 
             
Duncan L. Jones, P.E.     John Danielson  
Public Works Director     Interim City Manager 
      
Attachments: Letter from Zolik Fichtenholz 
 



 
2/16/11 
 
To:  
 
Mayor Jim Dobbie 
Vice Mayor Bill Widmer 
Council Member Kathy McKeithen 
Council Member Jerry Carlson 
Council Member Elizabeth Lewis 
 
 
Re:  HOLBROOK LANE TRAFFIC ISSUE/ TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
Dear Atherton City Council Members, 
 
The subject matter will appear before you during the next Council meeting. 
 
The traffic on Holbrook Lane during peak hours is big problem, and it is not getting better, despite all the efforts from 
all parties involved. 
 
This traffic causes both danger and serious inconvenience to the residents – as it starts with motorists zooming down 
the street at speeds in excess of 65 mph!, and then fills up the street to a point that the residents can not get out of their 
driveways to go to work in the morning. 
 
All efforts to reduce the traffic over the past ~ 5 years did not change anything, as people’s habits are hard to change. 
 
While the traffic on Marsh Road did indeed become lighter as a result of all efforts, it did not ease the Holbrook 
problem. 
 
As some of you may know, a lot of work was done with the residents of the North Fair Oaks, and with the NFO 
Council – but the recommendations of the NFO Council to implement measures discouraging through traffic from 
Marsh Road into our neighborhood were not heard by the County.  The County apparently has other priorities. 
 
If the County does not care about its residents, this does not mean that Atherton should follow this shameful practice. 
 
 We do hope that you care about our residents, and therefore ask you to get behind the Transportation Committee’s 
recommendations from 1/11/11 and authorize a community outreach program to prepare community for the street 
closure, at least on a trial basis. 
 
Multiple observations suggest that signage of any kind may not be a solution, as neither Atherton nor County have 
resources to enforce them. 
 
The same observations suggest that Holbrook Lane closure will not affect traffic patterns on other streets, but if it does, 
or if it creates other unforeseen effects, the street can always be opened again. 
 
 
Thank you for your service and support. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Zinovy (Zolik) Fichtenholz 
45 Holbrook Lane 
Atherton, CA 94027 
Home: 650-327-3623 
Cell: 650-208-5743 
Email: zolik@comcast.net 
 

mailto:zolik@comcast.net


  

 ITEM 15 
Town of Atherton 

 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
    
FROM:  JOHN DANIELSON, INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
   MICHAEL KASHIWAGI, CONSULTANT 
 
DATE: MARCH 16, 2011  
 
SUBJECT: UPDATE ON REFUSE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION 

RATES FOR 2011 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends the City Council review the attached material responding to questions 
and issues from the February 16, 2011 Council discussion related to adoption of refuse 
and recycling collection rates for 2011.  Staff recommends Council provide further 
direction to staff. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Atherton had increased its refuse and recycling rates in 2002, and most recently, 
increased rates in 2010.  On February 16, 2011, the Atherton City Council considered 
adoption of refuse and recycling collection rates for 2011.   Noticed for the required 45-
day period, the proposed 2011 rates are as follows: 
 
 

Container size 2010  
monthly rates 

2011 rates (based on EPC 
recommendation to City 
Council on December 15, 2010) 

2011 Proposed 
monthly rates 

20 gallon $17.32 $24.04 $28.22 

32 gallon $27.69 $38.46 $45.15 

64 gallon $55.38 $76.92 $99.33 

96 gallon $82.18 $114.15 $162.53 
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It was explained that new rates were needed to respond to funding shortfalls.  
Specifically, Allied Waste Industries, Inc. (Allied), the Town’s former waste 
management provider, had identified a funding shortfall of  $334,000.  The Town has one 
year to “true up” with Allied the revenue due to them.  In addition, there was a 
“projected” 2011 shortfall of approximately $600,000 for refuse and collection expenses 
with the new waste management provider, Recology.  
 
In the course of the Council discussion, several questions and issues were raised, and  the 
City Council did not act on any rate change.  The Interim City Manager presented several 
courses of action and was directed by the City Council to investigate the issues and report 
back to the City Council as soon as possible.     
 
The purpose of this staff report is to update Council on the information that has been 
secured as a result of the investigation thus far on the issues raised by Council.  The 
information was provided  from correspondence and meetings with staffs of SBWMA 
and HFH.    Staff has summarized the information in the attachment. 
 
At the March 16, 2011 meeting, Town staff will have a presentation which includes rate 
options for Council direction.   Depending on Council direction, it may trigger a new 45-
day notice period for public comment on a different rate structure. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Refuse and recycling fees are paid by the residential and commercial customers.  The 
Town receives 10% Franchise Fee based on the total collection revenue. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the Council review the attached material and provide further direction 
to staff. 
 
Prepared By:      Approved: 
 
 
_______________________    ________________________ 
Michael Kashiwagi     John Danielson 
Consultant      Interim City Manager 
 
 
Attachment: 

1. Collection Rates - Questions and Answers 

 
   
   
 



Refuse and Recycling Collection Rates for 2011 

Answers to Action Questions 

 

 Why in March 2010, was the Town  told that a 16.9% increase in our garbage rates would eliminate 
any future unfunded cost liabilities. What do the additional expenses represent?   

   There are several reasons for the high balance owed to Allied ($334,000): 

• The final HFH Rate report issued in Dec. 2009 recommended a 23.9% rate 
increase effective January 1. The Town actually approved a 16.9% increase 
effective Mar 19, 2010 based on expected new revenue from new back yard 
service fees. The current projected revenue shortfall of $160,000 is due to: 

o The delayed rate increase to Mar. 19 (effectively a 14.8% rate increase) 
lowered revenue by $57,800 

o The additional revenue shortfall of $103,000 is due to lower 
subscription for back yard service and higher migration to smaller cans 
and rates than anticipated (it was assumed 20% fewer backyard 
customers and 1% reduction from can migration). Exact results are 
unknown. 

• There were higher estimated costs for Allied in 2010 primarily due to higher 
worker’s compensation expense ‐ $73,000 

• There were higher final costs for Allied in 2009 ‐ $47,000 (higher maintenance, 
insurance, workers comp, and labor cost).  

• There were more tons collected than forecast in 2010 and the new county fee at 
landfill also went into effect ‐ $37,000 

• There were higher fees paid to the Town of Atherton ‐ $16,500 
 

Note: Allied had higher worker’s comp expense in 2010 due to: 

 ‐ More claims at higher costs than in past years 

 ‐ Because 2010 is the last year of the Allied contract, the pay as you go method 
used in the past had to be adjusted to account for the cost of 2010 claims that 
will close in future years, basically doubling the current year’s expense. 

 

Recology made certain financial commitments to the SBWMA in order to obtain the contract. Are they 
now meeting those commitments or, as some residents are asserting, have those conditions changed? 

Recology is  conforming  with the franchise agreement.  Staff will ask Recology to be available to address 
questions  at the March 16th Council meeting. 

1 
 



How much of our garbage rates are being used to service the bond for the new transfer station? 

The facility bond costs are about 2.7% of Atherton collection rates.   

 

Recology is continuing past practices of asking residents to prepay for garbage services.  Should  the 
Town  negotiate to pay on a quarterly basis after services are rendered? 

As stated, prepayment of garbage services is a practice that has been place. It is not a “new” system for 
Recology.   

 

Atherton appears to be burdened with a much larger percentage increase in rates than other cities? 
Why? 

20g cart 32g cart 64g cart 96g cart

Atherton 63%, 63%, 79.4% 97.7%1 28.22$    45.15$    99.33$    162.53$  TBD March 1, 2011
Belmont 9.5%, 13.3%, 18.0%, 30.0% 15.17$    25.12$    53.55$    89.48$    January 1, 2011
Burlingame 17.0% 10.32$    19.08$    38.17$    56.64$    February 1, 2011
East Palo Alto 20.0% N/A N/A N/A 41.18$    January 1, 2011
Foster City 29.5% 11.11$    17.78$    35.56$    53.34$    February 1, 2011
Hillsborough 25.0% 1 20.80$    33.28$    66.56$    99.84$    March 14, 2011 March 1, 2011
Menlo Park 15.0% 1 13.92$    23.29$    55.72$    83.32$    March 15, 2011 January 1, 2011
Redwood City 18.0% 10.30$    24.73$    49.46$    74.18$    January 11, 2011
San Carlos TBD March 14, 2011
City of San Mateo 23.3% 1 10.10$    16.16$    35.61$    55.28$    March 7, 2011 April 1, 2011
County of San Mateo (NFO) 5.0% N/A 24.70$    24.70$    49.40$    March 1, 2011
County of San Mateo (other) N/A N/A 24.70$    24.70$    49.40$    March 1, 2011
West Bay Sanitary District 35.6% 17.17$    27.47$    54.93$    82.40$    March 1, 2011

1 Noticed but not yet approved.
Draft proposed, not noticed
All others noticed and approved.

2011 Residential Rates

Member Agency

2011 Percentage Increase 
Over 2010 Rates

Effective Date

Pending 
Council 

Approval

 

The above chart shows the percentage rate increases (approved or noticed) of the member agencies.  
There are several reasons which can account for the different percentage increase in rates . 

• Number of houses serviced in each route 
• Number of routes in each member agency 
• Vehicle/fuel costs will vary based upon number of houses services in each route 
• Number of commercial accounts 
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Item No. 17 

 

Town of Atherton 

 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
  JOHN DANIELSON, INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: THE FINANCE COMMITTEE (DRAFTED BY LOUISE HO, FINANCE 

DIRECTOR) 
 
DATE: FOR THE MEETING OF MARCH 16, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

TO SET A BUDGET POLICY OF ALLOCATING 60% OF PARCEL TAX 
FUND FOR POLICE SERVICES AND 40% FOR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS (CIP) 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Accept the recommendation from the Finance Committee to set a budget policy of allocating 
60% of parcel tax fund for police services and 40% for capital improvement projects.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Finance Committee met on March 7, 2011, to discuss and decide on the allocation  
(distribution) of parcel tax fund.  The Committee passed a motion unanimously to recommend  
the City Council to set a budget policy of allocating the parcel tax fund 60% for polices services  
and 40% for capital improvement projects.   
 
The recommendation is to help provide guidance and transparency on the use of parcel tax   
fund.  If General Fund is to end any fiscal year with excess revenues over expenditures with the  
60% allocation, based on the adopted Fund Balance Policy for the General Fund, the excess can 
be allocated to CIP. 
 
Attached is a “draft” Five-Year CIP Plan (FY 2011 to FY 2015) prepared by the Public Works  
Director using the 40% parcel tax for CIP assumption.  Projects that are deferred due to lack of  
funding is shown with a “0” in the total column.   
 
 
  
 
 



  
 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 
None 
 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
 
________________________   _________________________ 
Louise Ho, Louise Ho     John Danielson, Interim City Manager 
    
Attachment: 

“Draft” Five-Year CIP Plan 
 
 



ITEM 18 
 

 
 

Town of Atherton  
 
 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   
FROM: JOHN H. DANIELSON, INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
   
DATE: FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING OF MARCH 16, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVAL TO PUBLISH REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR 

LABOR NEGOTIATION SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Approve publishing a request for proposal for Labor Negotiation services for the Town of 
Atherton and authorization for City Manager to negotiate and conditionally execute an 
agreement. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
At the November 18, 2010 City Council meeting Council approved a memorandum of 
understanding between the Town and Teamsters Local 856 Union. The MOU is effective 
beginning July 1, 2009 and will expire this June 30, 2011. 
 
Staff requests that City Council allow the City Manager to publish a request for proposal 
for a labor negotiator to begin labor negotiations for an MOU that expires on June 30, 
2011. Furthermore, staff requests that City Council direct the City Manager to negotiate 
an agreement based on the most qualified bid. Staff will bring back the agreement for 
Council approval at the regular April meeting.  
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Report to Follow- based on Council action from 
March 16, 2011, 5PM Special meeting  

(Closed Session) 
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