Minutes
Town of Atherton
CITY COUNCIL/ATHERTON CHANNEL
DRAINAGE DISTRICT
/] FEBRUARY 18, 2004
/) 7:00 p.m.
TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

@ /"
SEEL 94 Ashfied Road
Atherton, Cdifornia

REGULAR MEETING

Mayor McKeithen called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
2. ROLL CALL
PRESENT: JamesR. Janz
CharlesE. Marsala
Kathy McKeithen
William R. Conwell
ABSENT: Alan B. Carlson (Excused absence)
City Manager Jim Robinson and City Attorney Marc Hynes wer e also present.

3. PRESENTATIONS

A. Certificate of Appreciation: Mayor McKeithen presented a Certification of
Appreciation to outgoing Atherton Arts Committee Chair Jan Zones.

Mayor McKeithen then called for a moment of silencein memory of Athertonresident
Bob Smonds.

4. COUNCIL REPORTS
Council Member Janz reported that the Caltrain Corridor Subcommittee met in

January and sponsored a public meeting on January 27, 2004 to obtain input on
proposed schedule changes. Several Subcommittee membersattended a Caltrain
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Joint PowersBoard public hearing on Felruary 5 and addressed the Board on
issues brought up at the January 27 Atherton meeting.

Council Member Marsala noted that the Library Joint Power s meeting was
canceled thismonth. He announced that Town staff hasprovided a new e-mail
listserve on the Town website. Residentswill be ableto sign up to receive
notification of agendas and other newsitems. Hereported that the Arts
Committee ballet event was a great success and thanked the Arts Committee and
Jan Zonesfor their efforts.

Vice Mayor Conwell reported on the San Francisco Airport Roundtable meeting.
A new runway procedure isbeing implemented to allow for additional landings.
The City/County Association of Governmentsis working on a program to

encour age voterstorenew Measure A. Vice Mayor Conwell attended a seminar
at the San Mateo Performing Arts Center on the subject of bullying in schools, and
provided two videosto the Police Department on how to handle bullying. He
attended a seminar on elder abuse this past month and an event honoring outgoing
San M ateo County Supervisor Mike Nevin. He also attended a meeting of the
Criminal Justice Commission.

Mayor McKeithen reported that sheattended a D.A.R.E. ceremony at Encinal
School at the end of January. She also stated that the Office of Emergency
Services Council met and they have a new Digtrict Coordinator. A protocol for
storm emergenciesis being developed and information on a new online program
dealing with household hazar dous waste collection was presented. Mayor

M cK eithen also mentioned that Public Works Director Duncan Jonesisworking
with M enlo-Atherton High School regarding a possible study for improvementsto
the Oak Groveintersection. The study may befunded by leftover grant funds
from theschool. Finance Director John Johnswas asked to report back to the
Council on salestax revenue at the next meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Marion Oster, Atherton Heritage Association, gave a brief history of the Atherton Train
Station.

STAFF REPORTS

City Manager Jim Robinson reminded Council of the Joint Council / Park and
Recreation Commission meeting on March 2, at 7:00 p.m. in thePavilion. Items
to be addressed are: Strategic Park and Recreation Plan, a proposed Landscape
M aster Plan, possible reconstruction of the Tennis Courts, and improvementsto
the Pavilion. Council Member Mar sala asked the City Manager to check with the
Arts Committeefor any itemsthey would like addressed at the joint meeting.

The City Manager also reminded Council that Conflict of Interest formsare due
to be submitted to the City Clerk by March 19.
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City Manager Robinson reported on the propositions appearing on the Mar ch
ballot.

Public Works Director Duncan Jonesinformed Council that he has met with
representatives of M enlo Atherton High School and the City of Menlo Park
regarding mutual interestsin inter sectionsaround Menlo Atherton High School.
Healso gave areport on traffic issues surrounding enhancements on Valpar aiso
Avenue. The Public Worksand Police Departments arelooking into placing
delineator salong the double stripe to discour age driver s from making left turns
into Blockbuster Video.

City Attorney Marc Hynesreported that no action wastaken on the following
itemsfrom the 6:00 p.m. Closed Session:

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - Existing Litigation
pursuant to Gover nment Code Section 54956.9 (a)
Richard T. LemMon v. Town of Atherton

B. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL —Anticipated Litigation
pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(c): 1 potential case.

C. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR — Labor negotiations
pursuant to Gover nment Code Section 54957.6

Agency Negotiator: JamesH. Robinson, City Manager
Employee Organization: Teamsters Local Union 856
Non-management Miscellaneous Employees

7. COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ROUNDTABLE REPORT
No report.
CONSENT CALENDAR (TOWN OF ATHERTON ITEMS8-16)
Mayor McKeithen asked that I1tem 16 beremoved and placed on next month’s agenda.

Vice Mayor Conwell announced that the City Council Screening Committeehas
recommended appointment of Greg Conlon to the Caltrain Corridor Subcommittee. He
also noted a correction to the staff report under Item 15 regar ding cost savings on the
Stockbridge Patch and Overlay Project.

Council Member Janz asked that a correction be made to the minutes of theregular
meeting of January 21, 2004. Under Item 17 on Page 6, he asked that thewords*“in
futureyears’ be added to the second paragraph regarding hiscommentsthat the Town
will face financial issues beyond its control.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

MOTION —to approve the Consent Agenda asamended with the exception of Item 16
which will be placed on the March Regular City Council agenda.

M/S Conwdll/Janz Ayes: 4 Noes. 0 Absent: 1 (Carlson) Abgain: O

APPROVED MINUTESOF REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS OF JANUARY
21, 2004 ASAMENDED

APPROVED BILLSAND CLAIMSFOR JANUARY 2004 IN THE AMOUNT OF
$678,095

ACCEPTED MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JANUARY 2004

ACCEPTED INVESTMENT REPORT FOR QUARTER ENDED DECEMBER 31,
2003

APPROVED REJECTION OF BIDSFOR THE HOLBROOK-PALMER PARK MAIN
HOUSE ELEVATOR PROJECT NO. 03-009

Re ected all bidsfor the Holbrook-Palmer Park Main House Elevator Project, Project
No. 03-009, and authorized redesign of the project.

APPROVED POLICE VEHICLE PURCHASE

Approved the purchase of a new unmarked police vehicle not to exceed thetotal purchase
price of $20,000 to be funded from the Vehicle Replacement Fund.

APPROVED RECOMMENDATION OF CITY COUNCIL SCREENING
COMMITTEE TO APPOINT A MEMBER TO THE CALTRAIN CORRIDOR AD
HOC SUBCOMMITTEE

Accepted the recommendation of the City Council Screening Committee to appoint Greg
Conlon to the Caltrain Corridor Subcommitteefor an indefinite term.

ACCEPTED WORK AND AUTHORIZED RECORDING OF A NOTICE OF
COMPLETION FOR THE STOCKBRIDGE AVENUE PATCH AND OVERLAY
PROJECT

Accepted thework and authorized staff to record a Notice of Completion for the
Stockbridge Avenue Patch and Overlay Project No. 03-002.

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE
FRANCHISE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF ATHERTON AND BFl
WASTE SYSTEMSOF NORTH AMERICA, INC.
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Removed from Consent Agenda. Will be placed on March 17, 2004 Agenda.

CONSENT CALENDAR (ATHERTON CHANNEL DRAINAGE DISTRICT ITEM NO. 17)

17.

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORSOF THE
ATHERTON CHANNEL DRAINAGE DISTRICT ADOPTING A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE UPPER ATHERTON CHANNEL
STABILIZATION PROJECT.

MOTION — adopted Resolution No. 04-01 of the Board of Directors of the Atherton
Channel Drainage District adopting a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Upper
Atherton Channd Stabilization Project.

M/S Conwell/M ar sala Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Absent: 1 (Carlson) Abstain: 0

REGULAR AGENDA (Items 18 —24)

18.

19.

CONSIDER REQUEST FROM MIDPENINSULA REGIONAL OPEN SPACE
DISTRICT TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AND ENDORSING THE
PROPOSED EXTENSION OF THE DISTRICT'SBOUNDARIES

The Midpeninsula Regional Open Space Didrict requested that the City Council adopt a
resolution in support of their Coastal Protection Program. Mary Davey, President of the
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District, was present and introduced General
Manager Craig Litton who provided a Power point presentation outlining the District’s
plansto extend its boundariesto provide servicesto preserve and manage open space on
lands west of Skyline Boulevard.

The following members of the audience spoke:

Jerry Carlson, Atherton

Bob Jenkins, Atherton

Council Member Janz stated the program has a broad base of support and isa good idea
MOTION —to adopt aresolution supporting and endorsing the Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space Digtrict’s Coastal Protection Program to extend itsboundariesto include a
portion of the San Mateo County Coast.

M/S Janz/McK eithen Ayes. 4 Noes. 0 Absent: 1 (Carlson) Abstain: 0

CONSIDER REQUEST FROM TENNISCOMMITTEE TO DISTRIBUTE LETTER
OF SOLICITATION OF DONATIONS
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20.

City Manager Jim Robinson presented the staff report for thisitem. The Tennis
Committee submitted arequest to staff to consider allowing the Committee use of the
Town bulk mailing permit to distribute a letter soliciting donationsfor the reconstruction
of the Holbrook-Palmer Park Tennis Courts. The City Manager stated that staff is
recommending that the City Council consder the authorization of an expenditurefrom the
Tennis Fund and approval of a letter of solicitation. Theletter isintended to go out to all
Town resdents.

Vice Mayor Conwell expressed concernswith soliciting Atherton residentsto purchase
tenniskeys.

The City Manager stated that tenniskey money currently collected isgoing into the
Tennis Fund. The Tennis Committee does not have the ability to approve expenditur e of
those funds. Any donationsreceived would also go into the Tennis Fund and could go
toward resurfacing the courts. Theletter containstwo solicitations. oneto ask residents
who want to play on the courtsto purchase keys and also to solicit fundswith the potential
toresurface courts. Henoted that Park and Recreation Commissioner Cat Westover has
worked on thisissue, but that she was unable to attend tonight’ smeeting.

The following member s of the audience spoke:

Shirley Carlson, Atherton
Jerry Carlson, Atherton

MOTION —to approvetherequest of the Tennis Committee to usethe Town bulk
mailing per mit and expenditurefrom the Town Tennis Fund to distribute a letter of
solicitation of donationsfor the reconstruction of the Holbr ook-Palmer Park Tennis
Courts.

M/S Conwell/Marsala Ayes. 4 Noes. 0 Absent: 1 (Carlson) Abstain: O

SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING AN
ORDINANCE OF THE MENLO PARK FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
PERTAINING TO FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS

Building Official Mike Hood presented the staff report for thisitem. He stated that the
Menlo Park Fire Protection District ordinance regulating residential fire sprinkler
systems has been ratified by the City of East Palo Alto and the County of San M ateo.

FireDistrict Chief Paul Wilson was present and explained that the City of Menlo Park
has concer ns with ratification of the ordinance and isresear ching the impact the
ordinance may have on redevelopment properties.
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21.

Council Member Mar sala stated that he had received aletter from aresident who had
a negative comment regarding the ordinance, but that heis till in favor of it and
consdersthe sprinkler requirements a moder nization of the Town building codes.

In response to a question from Council Member Janz, Fire Chief Wilson stated that new
basement construction or existing basement remodels over 250 squar e feet would be
subject to the sprinkler requirement. The District’s concerns arethat basementsare
added to existing structuresin order to create moreresdential living space. The 250
squar e feet figure was deter mined to be a reasonable amount to accommodate certain
storage areas or wine cellars, with anything over that being considered lar ge enough for
living space.

Building Official Mike Hood stated that ther e are approximately two basements added
to existing homes per year.

Chief Wilson explained that the 1000 square foot trigger would take precedence since no
new construction islessthan 1000 square feet in Atherton. He confirmed that the
ordinance does not include detached structures.

The following member s of the audience spoke:

John Sisson, Atherton
Denise Kupperman, Atherton
John Ruggeiro, Atherton

Chief Wilson noted that the Town will havethe opportunity to approve any changes that
aremadeto the District ordinance. City Attorney Marc Hynes stated that the Council
will haveto ratify any changeslater.

MOTION —to adopt Ordinance No. 548 ratifying Ordinance No. 28 of the Menlo Park
Fire Protection District amending District Fire Prevention Code pertaining to automatic
Fire Sprinkler System requirements, asamended from last meeting, and waive further
reading.

M/S Marsala/Janz Ayes. 4 Noes: 0 Absent: 1 (Carlson) Abstain: 0
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION — SPECIAL MUNICIPAL PARCEL TAX
Finance Director John Johns presented the staff report for thisitem. The staff report
provided an analysis of parcel tax optionsfor consideration. A suggested draft calendar

for placing the special parcel tax measure on the November ballot was provided by City
Clerk Sharon Barker.
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22.

The current parce tax authorization will expire June 30, 2005. Optionsfor consideration
providedin the Staff Report included: 1) increasing the average parcel tax levy from the
current level of $717 per parcel to $1,110 per parcel in order to maintain the current level
of investment in infrastructure and ongoing oper ations, 2) renewing the parcel tax at the
amounts currently authorized, or 3) increasing the parce tax levy by an average of $196
per parcd or 50% of what isrequired to sustain current operations and implementing
reductionsto the Town’s operating and capital budgets of $500,000 annually.

Discussion was held regar ding the development of a processfor placing the parcel tax
measur e on the November ballot aswell as methods of providing educational information
to Town residents. The League of California Cities sponsored ballot measure and effects
it may have on next year’s budget were discussed. Finance Director Johns stated that
the Governor hasindicated additional ERAF funds may be shifted from local gover nment.
He stated that calculationsin the staff report allow for either an increased shift in ERAF
or the possibility that the Motor Vehicle License feeswill not be continued.

Mayor McK eithen suggested that the Audit Committee be charged with working on a
program to inform the resdents of the need for the parcd tax. Council Member Janz
agreed, stating that the Finance Subcommittee meets with the Audit Committee and that a
brainstorming session would be a good idea for afirst step in the process.

Vice Mayor Conwell stated his concernswith going out morethan four yearswith the
parcel tax.

Thefollowing member s of the audience spoke:

John Sisson, Atherton
Jerry Carlson, Atherton
ErnieKirchner, Atherton
John Ruggeiro, Atherton

It was agreed that a special meeting will be called by the Audit Committee prior to the
March City Council meeting. Mayor McKeithen outlined the following schedule:

1. March (second week of the month) - Audit Committee special meeting

2. March 17, 2004 — Audit Committee will report back to the City Council.

3. April —pamphlet to be developed and provided to residents, articlein Spring
Athertonian

4. May — possible special City Council meeting prior to publishing the Notice of Election

CONSIDERATION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE SPECIAL EVENTS
ORDINANCE TO RESTRICT THE LENGTH OF TIME SPECIAL EVENTSARE
ALLOWED TO OCCUR WITHIN THE TOWN OF ATHERTON
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23.

24.

City Manager Jim Robinson presented the staff report for thisitem. The current
ordinance does not provide for any restriction or limitation on the number of daysthat
Special Eventscan occur. Current practice hasbeen for Town staff to provide certain
servicesto mitigate impactson local neighborhoods where Special Events are being held.
Several permits have been issued for events such as House Tourswith a period of three
to five weeks duration.

In responseto Mayor McKeithen, the City Manager stated that most permits areissued
for eventslasting one day or weekend.

Discussion ensued regar ding the exemption for schoolsand country clubs. Council
Member Janz noted that the General Plan Committee had spent time on the ordinance
many year s ago and that it would be appropriateto refer the issue back to General Plan if
the exemptions of schools and country clubsisbeing considered.

The Council agreed torefer the Special Events Ordinanceto the General Plan Committee
for consideration of possible amendmentsincluding additional costs

incurred by the Town, the definition of a Special Event, the length of events, and
exemptions of schools, country clubs.

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING CODE ENFORCEMENT
REPORTING PROCESS

Mayor M cK eithen discussed thisissue, stating that Staff was asked to develop a protocol
for receiving and following up on complaintsand code enfor cement issues.

City Manager Jim Robinson noted that other departments are maintaining informal daily
logs of callsreceived, and that many code enfor cement calls are received by the Police
Dispatch and referred to the appropriate departments. Staff developed a form that could
be used onlineto track code enforcement issuesin the Town’s current database system.
The City Manager suggested considering utilizing theform on athree month trial basisin
the City Manager’s Office and the Building Department.

The Council suggested that several changes be made to the proposed form and directed
staff to begin the process. The City Manager stated that no additional fundswould need
to be appropriated to put the system online.

CONSIDER REQUEST FROM CITY/COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS
(C/ICAG) REGARDING MEASURE A

City Manager Jim Robinson presented the staff report for thisitem. The Council has
been asked by C/CAG to take action to allow the City Council C/CAG representative,
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Vice Mayor Bill Conwell, to vote on the Transportation Draft Expenditure Plan for
MeasureA at the next C/CAG meeting. The Transgportation Draft Expenditure Plan
along with alist of projectswas providedwith the Staff Report.

MOTION —to authorize the City Council C/CAG representativeto votein favor of the
proposed Measure A Continuation Draft Trangportation Expenditure Plan.

M/S Conwell/McK eithen Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Absent: 1 (Carlson) Abstain: 0
25. PUBLIC COMMENTS
The following member s of the audience spoke:

Ernie Kirchner, Atherton
John Ruggeiro, Atherton

26. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 10:12 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

s/Sharon Barker
Sharon Barker, City Clerk
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