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CITY MANAGER UPDATE

Welcome to the Summer 2025 edition of 
the Athertonian Newsletter. This issue is 
filled with timely updates and resources that 
reflect our continued focus on community 
well-being, sustainability, public safety and 
civic engagement.

Inside, you’ll find an overview of the new Electric Readiness 
Reach Code — key steps toward meeting our Climate Action 
Plan goals. You’ll also read about the winners of this year’s 
Tree Awards, celebrating the unique and historic trees that 
define Atherton’s natural character.

Our Public Safety section offers essential information 
on bicycle and pedestrian safety, the Town’s Active 
Transportation Plan and helpful guidance for living safely 

alongside our local coyote population. We also introduce 
you to an ADAPT event to meet Fire Marshal Gage Schlice 
focused on emergency preparedness.

In General City News, learn how HIP Housing’s ADU Match 
Program is helping residents find housing solutions, review 
updates to our Housing Element and explore the results of 
our 2025 Community Survey. You’ll also find a summary of 
this year’s Summer Events Series and an overview of the FY 
2025–26 Town Budget.

Finally, be sure to explore updates from the Friends of the 
Atherton Library and ADAPT — each playing a vital role in 
enriching our civic and cultural life.

As always, thank you for being an engaged  
and active part of our community.

UPCOMING EVENTS

FIRE SAFETY IN A CHANGING CLIMATE & 
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
Wednesday, Sept. 10

5:30–7:30 p.m.

Holbrook-Palmer Park, Jenning’s Pavillion 
(150 Watkins Ave.)

Meet Atherton’s New Fire Marshal, Gage Schlice  
and learn about ADAPTs new vision.

As California faces an unprecedented rise in wildfire  
threats, communities across the state are rethinking  
fire safety — and Atherton is no exception.

Join us for an evening with our new Fire Marshal, Gage 
Schlice, as he shares the latest strategies for wildfire 
prevention and preparedness. Learn how ADAPT, 
neighborhood planning and community action are  
adapting to meet this new reality.

Together, we can build a safer, more resilient Atherton.

RSVP by Sept. 3 by emailing  
Susan.W.Warren1952@gmail.com.

SAVE THE DATE: ADU MIXER

Thursday, Nov. 13

6 p.m.

Council Chambers 
(80 Fair Oaks Lane)

Are you a home provider interested in adding  
an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) to your property  
or a home seeker looking for affordable housing?  
Save the date for this informative and engaging  
mixer to meet local home seekers and providers  
in-person, learn from housing experts and urban  
planners about ADU benefits and requirements  
and access valuable resources on ADU construction.
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REACH CODE UPDATE

WHAT IS THE ELECTRIC READINESS REACH CODE?
The Electric Readiness Reach Code establishes updated 
building standards for new construction and major home 
renovations. Its purpose is to ensure homes are equipped 
to accommodate future electric systems, such as electric 
water heaters, heat pumps and electric cooking appliances. 
By requiring these preparations, the Code supports the 
community’s transition away from gas-powered systems and 
advances local goals for sustainability and energy efficiency.

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

1.	 Advancing State and Regional Climate Goals: This 
ordinance aligns with California’s broader efforts 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and transition 
toward a cleaner, more sustainable energy future.

2.	 Enhancing Energy Efficiency: Proactively preparing 
homes for electric systems promotes lower energy 
consumption, improved indoor air quality and greater 
energy efficiency across Atherton’s housing stock.

3.	 Reducing Long-Term Costs: Incorporating electric-
ready infrastructure during construction or 
renovation is far more cost-effective than future 
retrofits, easing the eventual transition for 
homeowners and avoiding unnecessary expenses.

KEY FEATURES OF THE ELECTRIC  
READINESS REACH CODE

1.	 Electric-Ready Infrastructure: New construction 
and major renovations must include the necessary 
electrical infrastructure to support future electric 
appliances. This includes dedicated panels, conduits 
and space for systems such as heat pumps, electric 
cooking equipment and water heaters.

2.	 Comprehensive Applicability: Requirements extend 
beyond the primary residence to include kitchens, 
laundry rooms, pool and spa equipment, outdoor 
cooking areas and fireplaces — ensuring these 
spaces are prepared for future electrification 
without the need for costly upgrades.

3.	 Practical and Cost-Efficient Implementation: The 
Code does not mandate immediate replacement 
of gas appliances. Instead, it ensures homes are 
equipped with electric-ready infrastructure during 
initial construction or renovation, minimizing future 
retrofit expenses and disruptions.

4.	 Targeted Renovation Requirements: For major 
renovations affecting kitchens, laundry rooms or 
utility spaces, upgrades to the electrical panel will  
be required to guarantee adequate capacity for 
future electric appliances.

Requirement Details

Heat Pump Space 
Heater Ready

If a gas or propane furnace is installed, it must meet Title 24, Part 6, Section 150.0(t) and:
•	 Include a designated exterior location for a future heat pump compressor

•	 Provide a drain or natural drainage for condensate

Electric Readiness 
for Gas/Propane 
Systems

If gas/propane is used for pools, spas, saunas, fireplaces, outdoor cooking or outdoor heating:
•	 Conduit & Electrical Setup:

•	 Install appropriately sized conduit for future electric appliances

•	 Provide a junction box or receptacle within 5 feet of the appliance

•	 Label both ends of conduit/conductors as “For Future Electrical Appliance”

•	 Reserve circuit breakers for each appliance, labeled accordingly

•	 Ensure connected subpanels, main panels, busbars and transformers are sized appropriately

•	 Physical Space:

•	 Construction drawings must include footprint space for future electric appliances 
(overlapping existing gas appliance areas is allowed)

Exceptions 1.	 Compliance with Title 24, Part 6 Sections 150.0(n), 150.0(s), 150.0(t), 150.0(u)  
or 150.0(v) satisfies electric readiness requirements

2.	 Generator systems used for emergency power generation are exempt
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ADDITIONS & ALTERATIONS (SINGLE-FAMILY & MULTIFAMILY) – SECTION 4.106.5.2

Requirement Details

Applicability Applies only to projects requiring an electrical permit

Exceptions •	 If the electrical panel or utility service is not being upgraded, compliance is only required 
within the existing panel capacity

•	 If the required space for a heat pump water heater requires relocating a wall/partition not 
within the scope of the alteration, electric readiness is not required

Electrical Panel & 
Utility Upgrades

If upgrading electrical panels/service, the panel must:
•	 Be sized to meet future electric ready equipment as per Title 24,  

Part 6, Sections 150.0(n), 150.0(s) - (v)

•	 Provide sufficient capacity to supply full-rated amperage for electric-ready appliances

Kitchen Alterations If modifying branch circuits serving gas/propane ranges or ovens:
•	 Install a 125V, 20A receptacle connected to the panel with a  

120/240V, 3-conductor, 50A circuit

•	 Ensure it is within 3 feet of the appliance and unobstructed

•	 Label unused conductors as “spare” and electrically isolate them

•	 Reserve and label a circuit breaker space in the panel as “Future Use”

Clothes Dryer 
Alterations

If modifying branch circuits serving gas/propane clothes dryers:
•	 Install a 125V, 20A receptacle connected to the panel with  

a 120/240V, 3-conductor, 30A circuit

•	 Ensure it is within 3 feet of the appliance and unobstructed

•	 Label unused conductors as “spare” and electrically isolate them

•	 Reserve and label a circuit breaker space in the panel as “Future Use”

Utility Room 
Alterations

If the utility room contains a gas/propane water heater:
•	 Designate a 2.5’ x 2.5’ x 7’ space for a future Heat Pump Water Heater (HPWH)

•	 Install a 125V, 20A receptacle connected to the panel with a  
120/240V, 3-conductor, 30A circuit

•	 Label unused conductors as “spare” and electrically isolate them

•	 Reserve and label a circuit breaker space in the panel as “Future Use”

•	 Install a condensate drain no more than 2 inches higher than  
the heater base to allow natural drainage

If the utility room contains a gas/propane space heater:
•	 Follow Title 24, Part 6, Section 150.0(t) for electric readiness

HOW WILL THIS AFFECT HOMEOWNERS?
New Construction: All newly built homes must comply with 
the electric readiness standards, ensuring they are equipped 
to accommodate future electric systems.

Major Renovations: Homeowners undertaking substantial 
renovations –– such as kitchen remodels, or adding features like 
a pool or spa –– will be required to incorporate electric readiness 
infrastructure as part of their project.

WHAT IS NEXT?
Implementation: The updated Electric Readiness Reach 
Code will take effect with the submission of building permit 
applications. Homeowners and contractors should review 
the new requirements in advance to ensure timely and 
efficient compliance.

For more details about the Electric Readiness Reach Code, 
please contact the Building Department at 650-752-0560.
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SUSTAINABLE ATHERTON: 
PRESERVE. PROTECT. PROGRESS.

Atherton is a tranquil, tree-studded oasis — a small 
town with a deep sense of community and a profound 
connection to the natural environment. For generations, 
residents have cherished Atherton’s beauty, close-knit 
spirit and commitment to preserving open spaces heritage. 
Our dedication to stewardship is rooted in a long tradition 
of care. Atherton is not only a haven of green, but a place 
where preservation and progress go hand in hand. 

Similar to nearby communities, Atherton faces the growing 
challenges of climate change. Rising temperatures, shifting 
weather patterns and increased flood risk threaten the very 
qualities that make our town so special. Our Town is at risk 

of being impacted, and the need to act is urgent. Now, more 
than ever, we must take action to protect and preserve the 
Atherton we love. 

Our community’s forward-thinking spirit is guiding us toward 
sustainable growth through innovative solutions, strong 
partnerships and a shared commitment to environmental 
stewardship. Together, we are ensuring that Atherton 
remains green, safe and resilient for generations to come. 

Atherton is committed to embracing impactful actions 
that strengthen our community and safeguard our natural 
environment. The choices we make today will define our 
legacy. Together, we are shaping a Sustainable Atherton.

TREE AWARDS 2025 WINNERS

Atherton’s trees are a defining feature of the town’s 
character, providing beauty, shade and a habitat for local 
wildlife. Each year, the Town hosts the Tree Awards to 
recognize outstanding specimens, unique plantings and the 
people who help preserve them.

The 2025 Tree Awards received thoughtful nominations 
from residents who highlighted trees that stand out for their 

size, uniqueness, age or sheer visual appeal. These awards 
showcase the importance of Atherton’s urban forest and the 
role individual property owners play in its care.

Congratulations to this year’s winners, and  
thank you to all who nominated trees to  
celebrate the natural heritage of Atherton.

GREAT BEAUTY/SPECIMEN
90 Virginia — Japanese Maple

LARGEST 
96 Redwood Way — 

Coast Live Oak

LARGEST 
46 Lower — Jerry and Patty 
Leugers — Japanese Maple

OLD TIMER/SURVIVOR 
Linden/Flood Median 

Deodar Cedar

UNUSUAL PLANTING 
149 Hawthorne — Palm 

Collection
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ATHERTON’S ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN UNDERWAY

This spring, Atherton’s Public Works Department began 
work on an Active Transportation Plan in partnership with 
Alta Planning + Design. The Active Transportation Plan is an 
update to the 2014 Town of Atherton Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Master Plan. It is designed to:

•	 Provide a comprehensive plan for bicycle and 
pedestrian improvements throughout the Town

•	 Improve bicycle and pedestrian safety
•	 Provide connectivity with adjacent communities
•	 Become more strategic and successful in competing for 

bicycle/pedestrian grant funding
•	 Identify barriers and solutions for residents to safely 

access bicycle and pedestrian destinations within the 
Town of Atherton and other regional destinations

At the Town’s 2025 Earth Day Festival, planners met 
with the Atherton community to introduce the Active 
Transportation Plan and receive initial feedback from 
community members about:

•	 How and where they get around
•	 Where they wish to go in and around Atherton
•	 What barriers prevent them from walking or biking as 

much as they might like

This event was followed by an online survey and web map 
for community members to fill out. By the time the survey 
closed in June, planners received hundreds of comments 
from dozens of community members.

Over the summer, the project team will review these 
comments and technical analyses to provide a series of 
recommendations that support overarching transportation 
goals. These recommendations will be discussed at public 
meetings, including the Transportation, Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Safety Committee, as well as in other venues and 
through online engagement. Potential recommendations 
for street improvements to support pedestrian and bicycle 
safety will also be shared in the fall.

After this upcoming engagement is complete, the project 
team will finalize the recommendations as part of the Active 
Transportation Plan’s final report, to be prepared for potential 
adoption by the City Council in 2026.

For more information on the Active 
Transportation Plan, please visit the 
project website at Atherton.News/ 
Active-Transportation-Plan

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

PROMOTING SAFETY ON OUR ROADS:  
A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

As we continue to promote a safer, more walkable and 
bikeable community, the Atherton Police Department reminds 
all residents that roadway safety is a shared responsibility. 
Whether you’re driving, biking or walking, each of us plays a 
critical role in preventing collisions and protecting lives.

DRIVERS:
•	 Slow down and stay alert — especially in residential 

neighborhoods, school zones and at crosswalks.
•	 Avoid distractions. Put the phone down — calls and 

texts can wait.
•	 Yield to pedestrians and bicyclists when turning or 

approaching intersections.
•	 Allow at least 3 feet of space when passing cyclists.

BICYCLISTS:
•	 Be seen — wear bright clothing and  

use lights and reflectors day and night.
•	 Ride in the same direction as traffic and obey  

all traffic signs and signals.
•	 Always wear a helmet.
•	 Use proper hand signals and stay predictable  

in your movements.

PEDESTRIANS:

•	 Be seen — wear visible clothing and stay alert.
•	 Walk on the left side of the road, facing oncoming 

traffic.
•	 Make eye contact with drivers before crossing. Cross at 

marked crosswalks or intersections whenever possible.
•	 Avoid using phones or wearing headphones  

while walking near traffic.

Let’s work together to keep Atherton safe for everyone. One moment of awareness can prevent a lifetime of regret.

Stay safe, 
STEVEN D. MCCULLEY 
CHIEF OF POLICE, TOWN OF ATHERTON

https://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/701/Active-Transportation-Plan
https://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/701/Active-Transportation-Plan


SUMMER EDITION 2025 7

LIVING WITH COYOTES IN ATHERTON

Coyotes are a regular part of the natural environment in San Mateo County and are occasionally seen within the Town of 
Atherton. It’s important to maintain safe practices that respect their presence as these highly adaptable animals travel 
through residential neighborhoods, open spaces and creek corridors.  

SEASONAL ACTIVITY
Coyotes are more frequently seen during the spring and 
summer months, particularly from March through August, 
which marks their denning and pup-rearing season. During 
this period, coyotes may be more active in daylight hours 
while foraging and protecting their young. Increased 
sightings are normal and not necessarily a cause for concern.

PUBLIC SAFETY AND PREVENTION TIPS
To minimize the potential for human–wildlife conflict and 
to help safeguard pets and property, the Town encourages 
residents to observe the following guidelines:

•	 Do not feed wildlife. Feeding coyotes, whether 
directly or indirectly through unsecured garbage, pet 
food, compost or fallen fruit is strongly discouraged 
and contributes to habituation.

•	 Secure attractants. Keep trash in wildlife-resistant 
containers and remove backyard food sources such as 
bird seed and outdoor pet food.

•	 Supervise pets. Coyotes may display  
aggressive behavior, especially toward  
personal pets, which they instinctively view as 
prey. Residents are strongly advised to keep  
cats indoors and walk small dogs on leashes, 
keeping them close. Do not leave pets  
unattended outdoors, especially at dawn or dusk.

•	 Discourage interaction. If a coyote approaches, make 
yourself appear large, shout, clap or use a noise-
making device to encourage it to leave. This technique, 
known as “hazing,” helps maintain a healthy boundary 
between people and wildlife.

•	 Be alert. When walking or recreating near open 
spaces, remain aware of your surroundings  
and keep pets close at hand.

RESPONSE AND CONTACTS
Coyotes are an established part of California’s natural 
landscape. With proper precautions and informed 
awareness, residents can safely coexist with these animals. 
The Town of Atherton remains committed to promoting 
public safety and responsible wildlife stewardship.

While the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
is the lead agency responsible for wildlife management 
statewide, the Peninsula Humane Society (PHS) provides 
animal control services to Atherton and will respond only 
in cases involving coyotes posing an imminent threat to 
people. Please note that trapping and relocating wildlife is 
prohibited by law.

To report a coyote that is an imminent threat  
to a person or a bite incident involving  
a coyote, please contact:

Peninsula Humane Society 
(Animal Control – Aggressive Behavior Only) 
Phone: (650) 340-8200 
Website: PeninsulaHumaneSociety.org

Atherton Police Department (Non-Emergency) 
Phone: (650) 688-6500

California Department of Fish and Wildlife –  
Urban Coyote Information

Human-Wildlife Conflicts: Coyote 
Scan QR code or visit 
Wildlife.CA.gov/HWC/Coyotes  
to learn more

http://PeninsulaHumaneSociety.org
https://wildlife.ca.gov/HWC/Coyotes
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HOW HIP HOUSING’S ADU MATCH PROGRAM  
HELPS ATHERTON RESIDENTS

After her mother passed away and their longtime renter moved out, Cathy—who grew up in 
Atherton but now lives across the Bay—still wanted “someone on the property” to look in on 
her 89-year-old father, Hal. But managing listings, screenings and showings from afar was more 
than she had bandwidth for.

When a flyer from HIP Housing arrived, she set it aside — until months later, when  
she realized the nonprofit could handle “all the background checks, employment history,  
the matching — everything I couldn’t do.”

WHAT IS HIP HOUSING’S ADU MATCH PROGRAM? 

HIP Housing facilitates connection between Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Home Providers and Home Seekers. HIP 
Housing can conduct interviews virtually, in office or at a home visit. HIP Housing can assist with client applications, 
conduct background searches, help determine rent ranges and provide resource packets for new Providers.

HIP Housing introduced two potential prospects. The second, Edith, immediately clicked. “[HIP Housing] held my hand 
through the whole process,” Cathy said, “from the living-together agreement, lease details, even setting the rent.”  
The match has been “a huge blessing.”

Their ADU tenant, Edith, chats with her dad, sweeps the walkways and picks up small tasks as therapeutic activity. She 
recently joined the family in a special moment to celebrate Hal’s 89th birthday! With enthusiasm and gratitude, Cathy shared 
that “she’s honestly become kind of an honorary family member to us too.”

WHY SHOULD OTHER ATHERTON HOMEOWNERS TAKE A LOOK?

Cathy says she’d recommend the program “100% — actually 200% if I could!” due to their professionalism  
and care, especially to owners wary of advertising an empty unit or inviting strangers onto their property.  
“I appreciated the third party taking on such a huge task I couldn’t do,” she explained. “And to me,  
using HIP felt safer than posting online.”

HIP Housing’s support doesn’t end with placement. The month-to-month agreement gives both parties flexibility, and the 
Home Sharing Coordinator remains available to mediate if issues arise. While HIP Housing does not provide tax assistance, 
homeowners may be eligible for certain tax benefits or deductions when renting out an ADU. But beyond logistics 
and incentives, Cathy sees deeper value in the program. The connections that the program facilitates “introduce new 
perspectives and benefits everyone.”

For Cathy and her family, the ADU Match program delivered peace of mind, trusted companionship for her father and a 
meaningful way to contribute to Atherton’s housing solutions — proof that an underused ADU can become a win-win for 
both homeowner and community.

If you are seeking a tenant for your ADU or housemate for a room to rent,  
please get in touch with HIP Housing at 650-348-6660 x303 for more information. 

Learn more: Scan the QR code or visit Atherton.News/ADU-Match-Program

https://hiphousing.org/programs/home-sharing-program/
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SUMMER EVENTS SERIES

SOUNDS OF SUMMER 

This year’s Sounds of Summer 2025 concert series brought 
the community together for three unforgettable evenings of 
music and fun. The performance series offered something for 
everyone, pairing live music with warm evenings outdoors. With 
lawn games for kids and plenty of space to unwind, it was an 
ideal way for Atherton residents to enjoy the season together.

We’d like to extend a special shoutout to The Freshmakers, Take 
2 Dance Band and Mercy and the Heartbeats for the fantastic 
energy and entertainment they shared with our Atherton Sounds 
of Summer 2025 guests. 

Attendance has grown since 2024, and we can’t wait to experience 
the Sounds of Summer 2026 with more of our community next year!

FILMS UNDER THE STARS AT HOLBROOK-PALMER PARK

Our partners at Friends of the Atherton Library proudly 
sponsored Atherton’s Summer Movies Under the Stars series this summer, bringing neighbors together for two magical 
evenings of outdoor cinema at Holbrook-Palmer Park. On June 27, audiences enjoyed the musical magic of Wicked as it 
lit up the big screen under the evening sky. Then on July 25, families followed Dorothy down the yellow brick road with a 
screening of the original Wizard of Oz. 

To ensure our residents didn’t miss out, a special early, family-friendly showing of The Wizard of Oz was held in the Town 
Council Chambers earlier that week. With popcorn and treats on hand, it was a delightful introduction to this timeless classic 
for all ages. Thank you to everyone who joined us for these unforgettable summer evenings!
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FISCAL YEAR 25-26 TOWN BUDGET

The Town of Atherton adopted its FY 2025/26 Budget on June 18, following four public meetings and  
community feedback gathered from the 2025 survey. This year’s budget reflects a continued focus on  
fiscal responsibility, public safety, infrastructure and quality of life.

BUDGET SUMMARY

•	 Revenues: $24.7 million

•	 Expenses: $22.1 million

•	 Surplus before other financing 
sources and uses: $2.5 million

WHERE THE MONEY GOES 
(OPERATING BUDGET: $22.1M)

50% – Public Safety
27% – General Government
12% – Public Works
6% – Parks & Community 			 
          Services
5% – Reserves & Other

While core services remain fully funded, over $5 million is being invested in capital 
projects to support long-term infrastructure, traffic safety and park improvements.

CAPITAL PRIORITIES
Drainage improvements:

•	 Atherton Channel upgrades

•	 Stormwater system planning

•	 New culverts and  
detention design

Transportation projects:

•	 Alameda de las Pulgas Traffic & 
Safety (design phase)

•	 El Camino Real Complete  
Streets Gap Closure (planning 
wraps this year)

•	 Bicycle & Pedestrian  
Master Plan update

Community enhancements:

•	 New playground and restrooms at  
Holbrook-Palmer Park

•	 Early planning for circulation/
access at Town Center and  
Library campus

TOWN OF ATHERTON 2025 COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS

The Town of Atherton is pleased to share the results of its 2025 Community Survey. The survey reveals that  
an overwhelming majority of residents are highly satisfied with Atherton’s quality of life and municipal services.

Atherton City Council and staff will utilize these insights to inform policy decisions, prioritize projects and allocate resources 
effectively. The Town hopes to use the survey as a starting point for a regular check in with the community every few years. 
Ongoing community engagement will remain a cornerstone of Atherton’s approach to governance.

For more information about the survey and to view the full report, 
scan the QR code or visit Atherton.News/2025-Community-Survey

https://atherton.primegov.com/Portal/viewer?id=0&type=7&uid=d371e349-4722-4d8d-a894-465ac2513874
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THE LATEST BUZZ FROM THE FRIENDS OF ATHERTON LIBRARY

What a wonderful year it’s been for the Friends of Atherton 
Library! The Atherton community has come together for an 
incredible lineup of events that have brought art, literature 
and local culture right to our doorstep.

We’ve been thrilled to host several fascinating speaker 
series events that have delighted audiences of all interests. 
Art enthusiasts enjoyed exploring original poster art from 
San Francisco’s vibrant 60s and 70s scene, while green 
thumbs gathered valuable insights during our “Gardening 
Under the Oaks” tour and presentation led by local experts, 
including Jeff Newman.

Artist Jim Caldwell offered unique perspectives on the 
beloved impressionist Mary Cassatt, and photographer Robert 
Buelteman shared his stunning photographs capturing “The 
Unseen Peninsula” — revealing the hidden beauty of our 
local landscape. Literary fans were treated to an engaging 
discussion with author Janelle Brown about her latest novel 
What Kind of Paradise.

To cap off our spring programming, we celebrated 
the season with a delightful Ice Cream Social and  
Free Book Exchange!

STAY CONNECTED
Want to stay up to date on all our upcoming events and activities? Scan the QR code or visit  
our Friends Events Calendar at: AthertonLibraryFriends.org/Friends-Events-Calendar

ATHERTON’S HOUSING ELEMENT CERTIFIED BY THE STATE

Atherton has reached a major milestone in its long-range 
planning efforts: the Town’s 2023–2031 Housing Element 
was officially certified by the California Department of 
Housing and Community Development (HCD) on May 5, 
2025. This certification confirms that Atherton’s adopted 
Housing Element meets state statutory requirements, 
including the successful completion of Program 3.11(C), 
which supports new multi-family housing development.

The Town previously submitted a revised Housing 
Element in March 2025 following feedback from HCD. 
These updates aimed to strengthen the Town’s plan 
for accommodating a variety of housing types while 
remaining consistent with Atherton’s unique character and 
development standards.

To support implementation of the Housing Element, the 
City Council adopted updates to the Atherton Municipal 
Code earlier this year. These zoning amendments ensure 
local regulations align with state housing goals and the 
policies in the Town’s adopted plan.

In parallel, the Town continues to work on updates to the 
Safety Element of its General Plan. This section addresses 
how Atherton plans for and mitigates environmental 
hazards such as wildfires, flooding and extreme heat. A 
state-required Vulnerability Assessment is currently under 
review by staff and the Fire Marshal, and a public review 
process will follow.

Atherton remains committed to thoughtful, balanced 
planning that meets state mandates, protects public safety 
and reflects the community’s values.

https://athertonlibraryfriends.org/Friends-Events-Calendar/


LIVING WELL: ATHERTON SENIOR EXPO
Presented by the Town of Atherton and the Senior Task Force

Emmy has a new leash on life by 
finding her best “place” in the 
Atherton Police Department. Join her 
for our educational and information 
exchange on ensuring that you can 
live in your chosen home.

TOWN OF  
ATHERTON  

SENIOR EXPO
SAVE THE DATE!

Saturday, September 27

10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Holbrook-Palmer Park  
at Jennings Pavillion

Questions? Contact Anthony Suber 

Email asuber@ci.atherton.ca.us

STAY IN TOUCH

Facebook.com/TownOfAtherton @TownOfAtherton

@TownOfAtherton Nextdoor.com/City/Atherton--CA/
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