
 
 

Item No. 3   
Town of Atherton 

 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – ACTION ITEM 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM:  GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 
 
DATE: APRIL 6, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: SUNDAY PLAY REQUEST BY M-ALL AS PART OF THE 2022 

POST SEASON TOURNAMENT AT HOMER FIELD/WILLIE 
MAYS BALLPARK 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve M-ALL request to play on Sunday, June 19, 2022, as part of the 2022 Post Season 
Tournament at Home Field/Willie Mays Ballpark. 
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 
 
Menlo-Atherton Little League (M-ALL) is requesting authorization to use Homer Field/Willie 
Mays Ballpark on Sunday, June 19 for a Sunday Tournament Game as part of the 2022 Post Season 
Tournament. Attached is M-ALL’s Letter of Request.  
 
The current agreement with M-ALL provides the following with respect to field play: 
 
— Monday through Friday: M-ALL may commence baseball games on weekdays during the 
Season no earlier than 4:30 pm. M-ALL will not start an inning of a game after 7 pm or sunset, 
whichever comes first, and all games must be concluded by 7:30 pm. 
 
— Saturday: M-ALL may play baseball games on each Saturday during the Season. Games will 
be scheduled to commence no earlier than 8:45 am and must be concluded by 4:30 pm. 
 
Games are not permitted on Sundays. Because the Agreement is specific, to host a game on a 
Sunday, City Council approval is required. The 2014 Agreement is attached.  
 
The Tournament will start Saturday, June 18 and conclude Monday, June 20 or possibly Tuesday, 
June 21. The Tournament will include 8-12 teams from across the Peninsula depending on each 
league’s ability to field a team. Each team will include 12-14 players and 2-3 volunteer parent 
coaches. M-ALL anticipates that any given game will include 50-60 spectators in addition to the 
players. 
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For the Sunday game, M-ALL anticipates that it will include 3 or 4 games starting at 9 am and 
concluding before sunset. The number of games and exact schedule for the day will depend on the 
total number of teams that eventually register.  
 
Staff recommends that the following conditions be added to any approval by the Council: 
 
PA System Usage 
 
If a Public Address System is to be used, it shall be allowed for use only for the following purposes: 
 

1. Announcement of the players names prior to each game only. 
2. The playing of the National Anthem prior to each game only. 
3. Play by play, warm up music and other vocal announcements are not permitted.  

 
Signage 
 
If there is to be signage and/or banners, M-ALL may hang decorative bunting around the field 
(grandstand area and outfield fence). In addition, there may be some League and District signs 
posted in the same general vicinity. No “advertisements” for business or services will be allowed 
to be posted.  
 
Restrooms 
 
The restrooms are currently opened from sunrise to sunset and serviced daily. M-ALL shall 
regularly inspect and maintain the restrooms during the event. 
 
Trash Cans 
 
M-ALL shall place additional temporary trash and recycling containers during the Tournament 
and shall empty them each evening. If the Town is required to provide additional waste services 
in support of the event due to overflow, M-ALL shall be invoiced directly for those costs.  
 
Snack Bar 
 
If there is to be a temporary snack bar, it may be set up during the Tournament games only.  
 
Field Use Cost 
 
Since the Tournament is occurring during the regular Season, no additional rental revenue is 
recommended. However, should Town personnel be required in support of the event to address 
trash clean up or parking, M-ALL shall be invoiced directly for those costs. 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 2 of 21



M-ALL request for Sunday, June 19 Tournament Play 
April 6, 2022 
Page 3 of 3 
 

  

Parking 
 
There is one event scheduled for the Carriage House from 9 am to 10 am. However, June 19 is 
also Father’s Day so it is anticipated that there will be other Park users throughout the day. Beyond 
the morning event, there are no other scheduled events conflicting with the Sunday Tournament.  
 
The Tournament anticipates 50-60 spectators for each game. Parking should be manageable 
throughout the Park; but will need to be actively managed by M-ALL, particularly during game 
turnovers throughout the day.  
 
POLICY FOCUS 
 
The Facility Use Agreement for M-ALL was approved in 2014. The Use Agreement is attached 
with primary focus on Article III. The Tournament use described above is outside of the normal 
season use and terms of the agreement.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Staff does not anticipate that the Tournament will impact other Park activities or rentals. If 
approved, other rental activities will be advised of the Tournament schedule and any possible 
impacts will be mitigated. 
 
GOAL ALIGNMENT 
 
This report and its contents are in alignment with the following Council Policy Goals: 
 

• Goal B – Preserve Small Town Character and Quality of Life 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at least 
72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about the item is also 
disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online. There are approximately 
1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications. Subscribers include residents 
as well as stakeholders – to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school districts, Menlo 
Park Fire District, service provides (water, power, and sewer), and regional elected officials. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1. Tournament Detail and Request from M-ALL 
2. 2014 Agreement 
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. 
 

March 29, 2022 
 
George Rodericks 
City Manager 
Town of Atherton 
Sent via email:  grodericks@ci.atherton.ca.us 
 
RE: Holbrook-Palmer Baseball Field Use Request 
 
George: 
 
Menlo-Atherton Little League is excited that we have been asked by the regional Little League 
District-52 to host a post season tournament at the conclusion of this spring season. We have opted 
to host the shortest tournament over 4 days that will still allow us an opportunity to showcase Homer 
Field at Willie Mays Ballpark.  
 

• Request:   Use of Homer Field for Little League games on Sunday, June 19th.   
• Schedule:  The tournament will start Saturday, June 18th and conclude Monday, June 20th or 

possibly Tuesday, June 21st.  
• Participants:  

o The tournament will include 8-12 teams from across the Peninsula depending on each 
league’s ability to field a team. Each team will include 12-14 players and 2-3 volunteer 
parent coaches.  

o We anticipate any given game will include 50-60 spectators in addition to the players. 
• Sunday Games:  Sunday tournament play will typically include 3 or 4 games starting at 9 am 

and concluding before sunset. The number of games and exact schedule for the day will 
depend on the total number of teams that eventually register.  

 
Menlo-Atherton Little League takes great pride in playing at Homer Field.  And to keep the field a 
bright spot worth showing off, this past off season the league invested over $10,000 to replace the 
infield grass and improve the infield dirt.  Homer Field is generally considered the nicest field in the 
entire District-52 and we are excited about the opportunity to show it off in a post season 
tournament.  
 
The league has not hosted a tournament since 2017 or 2018 when Homer Field at Holbrook Palmer 
was our primary tournament field, supplemented by games at Burgess Park. At that time, the Town 
of Atherton was gracious enough to allow Sunday games in order to successfully host. We are hoping 
the Town will once again allow Menlo-Atherton Little League the right to play games on Sunday, June 
19th.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Menlo-Atherton Little League President  

     
Steve Clark 
steve.clark@am.jll.com 
(408) 220-4094 
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