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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – REGULAR AGENDA 
  
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM:  LISA COSTA SANDERS, DEPUTY TOWN PLANNER 
 
DATE:  JULY 16, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: PARKER AVENUE PROPERTY OWNER SURVEY RESULTS 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
  
Staff recommends the City Council consider the issue and take no action at this time.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Parker Avenue is zoned R1-A (P) and is comprised of 21 single-family homes. Each property is 60’ 
wide by 130 feet deep, comprised of 7,800 square feet. The Parker Avenue public right-of-way is 70’ 
wide with an approximately 20’ wide paved roadway. Public utilities are located along northeastern 
side of the street with the sewer line located in the middle of the street.   
 
In response to several violations of encroachments within the public right-of-way, the City Council, at 
its April 16, 2014 meeting discussed options for the Parker Avenue right-of-way. At that meeting, 
the Council requested additional information on property tax assessment changes if a portion of the 
public right-of-way were to be abandoned. Unfortunately, the San Mateo County Assessor is legally 
prohibited from pre-valuing properties and was not able to provide the requested information. At the 
May 21, 2014 City Council meeting, the Council requested staff survey the Parker Avenue property 
owners for their preference on the options presented. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
As requested by the City Council, staff mailed a survey (Attachment 1) to all property owners on 
Parker Avenue requesting their preference on the options discussed (21 property owners). As of the 
preparation of this staff report, 15 surveys have been received (71% of the property owners responded 
to the survey). 
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 YES NO 
Support for abandonment of a portion of the right-of-way 4  

 
11 
 

 
Staff drilled down with two additional survey questions to ensure that the property owners understood 
the ramifications of abandonment and encroachment. As indicated above, four (4) property owners 
(27% of the responders and 19% of the property owners on the street) favor the abandonment option 
and would like the Town to consider changes to the zoning. Eleven (11) property owners (73% of the 
responders and 52% of the property owners on the street) do not support abandonment or changes to 
the zoning requirements. Six (6) property owners did not respond to the survey. A reminder notice was 
provided.    
 
While abandonment remains the best policy decision given the size of the right-of-way and lack of 
future need by the Town, given the results, staff does not recommend the City Council proceed with 
abandonment. Rather, staff suggests the Council take no action tonight; but upon future adoption of the 
updated encroachment/revocable license process, require that all property owners obtain a revocable 
license for improvements within the right-of-way.  
 
Staff is already working toward revisions to the Encroachment Ordinance (Atherton Municipal Code 
section 12.06) to include provisions to formalize a process for revocable licenses for private 
improvements within the right-of-way. Staff will come back to the City Council with a draft Ordinance 
for consideration and a process for implementing the updated procedures. The revised Ordinance and 
new procedures will apply Town-wide. Once adopted, priority will be directed toward properties along 
designed bicycle and pedestrian routes (Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan), properties with active code 
enforcement, properties issued new building permits for additional square footage (trigger), and Parker 
Avenue.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Considerable staff time has already been spent responding to complaints and meeting with 
concerned property owners. If the Council wishes to proceed with the right-of-way abandonment 
process, it should consider if this additional expense would be borne by the Town or the Parker 
Avenue property owners. It is estimated that this process could cost $25,000. Further, whatever 
solution, residents on Parker Avenue remain obligated to pay any existing citations. All citations 
have been tolled pending a decision with respect to abandonment.  
 
Staff time will be necessary to prepare the Encroachment Ordinance update and revisions to the 
process. Additional staff time will be necessary for Town-wide implementation of the new 
regulations. Once the new regulations are adopted, there will be a processing fee connected to the 
revocable license.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Parker Avenue Survey Results 




































































































