
 
 
 
 

Item No.  14 
Town of Atherton 

 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – CONSENT AGENDA 
 
TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: SALLY BENTZ DALTON, TOWN ARBORIST 
  
DATE: APRIL 18, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT WITH WEST COAST ARBORISTS, 

INC. FOR PUBLIC TREE MAINTENANCE 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Award a contract for Public Tree Maintenance with West Coast Arborists, Inc. in the amount of 
$85,000 for annual maintenance for public trees in FY 2018-2019; direct the City Attorney to 
prepare the contract; and authorize the City Manager to execute the contract on behalf of the Town. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Town of Atherton maintains public street trees and public park trees. In June 2012, the Town 
of Atherton entered into a contract with West Coast Arborists, Inc. (WCA) for Tree Maintenance 
services.  The contract with WCA expired on June 30, 2017 and has been operating month-to-
month since that time. The quality of service has been good and West Coast Arborists, Inc. has 
been very cooperative in performing emergency tree pruning and removals since the contract 
expired.  
 
The City of Oakley issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) in 2017, for tree maintenance services 
and followed a formal bid solicitation process. The City of Oakley received one proposal, from 
WCA, in response to the RFP. On August 8, 2017 the City of Oakley adopted the resolution to 
enter into a tree maintenance contract with WCA. WCA has agreed to allow Atherton to “piggy-
back” on its bid to the City of Oakley by offering the same rates to Atherton. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
WCA is a professional tree maintenance company serving over 220 municipalities and public 
agencies throughout the states of California, Arizona and Nevada.  The Town of Atherton has not 
had any problems with the service provided by WCA.  
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Atherton will save the cost of preparing, issuing, evaluating and contracting with a vendor through 
use of the piggyback purchasing provisions contained in the Municipal Code, Section 3.16.140(e). 
WCA has agreed to provide similar services to the Town of Atherton consistent with the terms 
and conditions set forth in the Oakley’s RFP.    
 
Pursuant to the  provisions  of  the  Municipal  Code,  Atherton  will  enter  into  its  own  agreement 
with WCA. The Town will be invoiced directly and will receive its own monthly report of 
maintenance activities.  The agreement will cover pruning, stump removal, tree planting, pesticide 
treatment, emergency call outs, inventory reports, watering and root services as needed.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Funds for the maintenance of public trees, including required pruning and removal of dead trees, 
are located within the Public Works Budget. The funds are used on an “as needed” basis. The 
proposed FY 2018-19 Public Works Budget includes $70,000 for public street trees and $15,000 
for public park trees. West Coast Arborists, Inc. service prices are attached below and are 
consistent with current operations and expectations for work in Atherton.  
 
Staff recommends two annual renewal options be incorporated into the base contract.  
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at least 
72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about the project is also 
disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online. There are approximately 
1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications. Subscribers include residents 
as well as stakeholders – to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school districts, Menlo 
Park Fire District, service provides (water, power, and sewer), and regional elected officials.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
West Coast Arborists, Inc. proposal to the City of Oakley, including service list and pricing. 
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