
 
 

Item No.  17 
Town of Atherton 

 
 

 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – REGULAR AGENDA 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: STEVEN D. McCULLEY, CHIEF OF POLICE 
 
DATE: MAY 16, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVAL FOR FUNDS – SAN MATEO COUNTY BUYBACK 

REQUEST - UP TO $5,000 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve funds and contribute to a San Mateo County Gun Buyback program up to the amount of 
$5,000. 
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 
 
Numerous agencies in San Mateo County are responding to a request for contribution for an 
upcoming County gun buyback program.  Sheriff Carlos Bolanos is estimating that a successful 
program in the County would require funds to total $75,000.  All monies are being collected by 
the “Citizens for San Mateo County Gun Buy Back” through a non-profit group. The Sheriff’s 
Office is providing logistical support to facilitate firearms collection, identification and 
destruction. 
 
Any gun donor will receive $100 for any pistol or long gun and $200 for any assault type weapon. 
Each will receive cash for any gun that is donated and there is no limit to the number of guns that 
can be turned in.  If there are any donated funds left over, those monies will be utilized for 
additional gun by back programs or youth education as it pertains to firearms. 
 
The San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office is interested in conducting a County-wide gun buyback 
program in 2018, similar to an event held in 2013.   
 
POLICY FOCUS 
 
The purpose of this contribution is to be a part of the County’s plan to conduct a buyback program 
of weapons by San Mateo county residents.  Law Enforcement personnel will check to make sure 
the weapon is not loaded and also keep a record of the serial number to verify the gun is not stolen. 
Weapons will be destroyed by the San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Approval of this request would permit the Town to contribute up to $5,000 toward a San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office supported countywide gun buyback program.  Funds are available in the 
Police Department budget, Safety Supplies and Materials.   
 
As of mid-March, Redwood City, Belmont and San Mateo have pledged $5,000 to the effort. 
Woodside will contribute $10,000 and an additional $5,000 if local students can raise a match. San 
Carlos voted to match donations up to $50,000. Portola Valley has agreed to contribute $15,000, 
and Menlo Park has agreed to $5,000. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at least 
72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about the project is also 
disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online. There are approximately 
1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications. Subscribers include residents 
as well as stakeholders – to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school districts, Menlo 
Park Fire District, service provides (water, power, and sewer), and regional elected officials. 
 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE FEEDBACK/REFERRAL 
 
This item ____ has or __X___ has not been before a Town Committee or Commission.  
 
____ Audit/Finance Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Civic Center Advisory Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Environmental Programs Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Park and Recreation Committee (meets each month) 
____ Planning Commission (meets each month) 
____ Rail Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Transportation Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Tree Committee (meets each month) 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
ATTACHMENT 1 - Letter – Sheriff Bolanos 
ATTACHMENT 2 - Email – Becky Dodson – Citizens for a San Mateo County Gun Buy Back  
ATTACHMENT 3 - News article – Daily March 15, 2018 
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