
 
 

Item No.  18 
Town of Atherton 

 
 

 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – REGULAR AGENDA 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: STEVEN D. MCCULLEY, CHIEF OF POLICE 
 
DATE: MARCH 20, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: PUBLIC SAFETY SECURITY CAMERA SYSTEMS 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Authorize the City Manager to direct staff to begin research into identifying and developing 
options to implement a Town public safety camera and automated license plated reading systems.  
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 
 
With the advent and advances in technology, public safety camera systems, along with automated 
license plate reader (ALPR) technology, are becoming very common tools for law enforcement in 
the United States and throughout the world, to detect, solve, prevent, and deter crime.  This 
advanced and ever evolving technology greatly assists law enforcement accomplishing our main 
mission of providing safety and security for the residents we serve and to support one of the main 
reasons a police department exists, which is to enhance and improve the lives of our citizens. 
 
For law enforcement agencies, public safety security camera and ALPR systems are installed to 
complement anti-crime strategies, to effectively allocate and deploy personnel, and to enhance 
public safety and security in public areas.  Often, many police departments operate with limited 
resources.  Public safety camera systems serve as a very effective force multiplier, especially in 
times of public safety emergencies and disasters.  Public safety security camera and APLR systems 
may easily be placed in strategic locations throughout the Town.  It is also very easy to integrate, 
as needed, portable cameras and ALPR’s in crime hot spots, and to support the monitoring of high 
profile events, and other identified public safety issues/concerns in order to be able to provide the 
best possible public safety service to the community. 
 
One of the main concerns and criticisms from the public, regarding public safety/ALPR systems 
are invasion of privacy issues.  We fully recognize the importance of the public’s privacy.  All 
camera and APLR systems in public areas would be operated and conducted in the strictest legal 
and ethical manner to ensure the protection of constitutional rights and standard of privacy.  
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POLICY FOCUS 
 
The investment in a public safety security camera and ALPR system will be of great assistance in 
detecting and preventing crime which in turn enhances the safety and security of our residents.  
The systems will also efficiently and effectively augment current police department resources and 
enhance officer safety. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The overall specific fiscal impact of an integrated public safety security camera system for the 
Town is unknown at this time.  It is anticipated the initial cost would be significant but is dependent 
on numerous factors which cannot be determined without further study by experts in the field of 
electronic safety/security systems.  This project would be an excellent long-term investment well 
worth the outcome of increased safety and security for our residents. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at least 
72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about the project is also 
disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online. There are approximately 
1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications. Subscribers include residents 
as well as stakeholders – to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school districts, Menlo 
Park Fire District, service provides (water, power, and sewer), and regional elected officials. 
 
 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE FEEDBACK/REFERRAL 
 
This item ____ has or __X___ has not been before a Town Committee or Commission.  
 
____ Audit/Finance Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Civic Center Advisory Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Environmental Programs Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Park and Recreation Committee (meets each month) 
____ Planning Commission (meets each month) 
____ Rail Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Transportation Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Tree Committee (meets each month) 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
ATTACHMENT 1 – Automated License Plate Reader (ALPR) / Public Safety Security Camera 
PowerPoint Presentation. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 – Menlo Park Police Department’s policy/procedure on Public Safety Security 
Camera Systems. 
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