
 
 

Item No. 21   
Town of Atherton 

 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – REGULAR AGENDA 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
    
THROUGH: GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER  
 
FROM: STEVEN D. MCCULLEY, CHIEF OF POLICE 
 
DATE: SEPTEMBER 18, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT  
 “Electric Vehicle Adoption in the Cities and County of San Mateo” 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Consider the attached response to the San Mateo Grand Jury on their report entitled “Electric 
Vehicle Adoption in the Cities and County of San Mateo,” and, if appropriate, authorize the Mayor 
to sign the response letter.  
  
BACKGROUND 
   
On August 12, 2019, the San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury released a report entitled “Electric 
Vehicle Adoption in the Cities and County of San Mateo (Attachment 1).  The purpose of the 
report is to identify what steps San Mateo County and its cities have taken to reduce their 
greenhouse gas emissions. Within the report, the Grand Jury developed eleven findings and four 
recommendations. The Town of Atherton is required to respond to all findings and 
recommendations no later than November 12, 2019.   
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Although there are no all electric vehicles in the Town of Atherton’s vehicle fleet, the Town does 
have two hybrid vehicles, both of which are Toyota Camry Hybrids (2009 & 2010).  In 2016, the 
Atherton Police Department explored the possibility of acquiring a Zero electric police motorcycle, 
but after multiple test rides and hours of research, staff determined that an electric police 
motorcycle was not the best choice for Atherton.  In summary, the combination of slow charging 
capabilities, extreme rapid acceleration, quiet engine, and rider comfort over a 12 hour shift were 
the primary reasons why the police department chose not to purchase a Zero electric motorcycle. 
 
Moving forward, Police Department staff are looking at the possibility of replacing vehicles within 
the patrol fleet with the new Ford Police Interceptor Hybrid SUV.  Making such a switch will 
result in reduced fuel costs, as the new Ford Hybrid SUV offers significant improvements in fuel 
economy and reduced engine idle time.  
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Subject to a qualifying statement that our agreement is based solely on the information provided 
in the Grand Jury Report itself, staff can agree with the findings of the Grand Jury report.   
 
Staff can also support the recommendations of a review of its government fleet procurement policy 
relating to electric vehicles and present a report to the City Council at a public meeting by March 
31, 2020; and,  an analysis of the obstacles to the implementation of an EV government fleet 
procurement policy and present a report to the City Council at a public meeting by March 31, 2019, 
are feasible.   
 
The attached reply has been prepared for Council consideration and approval. (Attachment 2). 
   
POLICY FOCUS 
 
The Grand Jury requires that the Town indicate agreement or disagreement with specific findings 
in the Grand Jury Report.  Further, the Grand Jury requires that the Town respond to each of the 
recommendations indicating whether that recommendation has been implemented or can be 
accomplished.  In response to the recommendations in this Grand Jury Report, the Town agrees to 
conduct a review of its government fleet procurement policy relating to electric vehicles and 
present a report to the City Council at a public meeting by March 31, 2020.   In addition, the Town 
agrees to conduct an analysis of the obstacles to the implementation of an EV government fleet 
procurement policy and present a report to the City Council at a public meeting by March 31, 2019. 
     
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
At this time there are no fiscal impacts in response to the Grand Jury. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at least 
72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically.  Information about the project is also 
disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online.  There are approximately 
1200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications.  Subscribers include residents 
as well as stakeholders – to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school districts, Menlo 
Park Fire District, service providers (water, power, and sewer) and regional elected officials. 
 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE FEEDBACK/REFERRAL 
 
This item ____ has or __X___ has not been before a Town Committee or Commission.  
 
____ Audit/Finance Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Civic Center Advisory Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Environmental Programs Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Park and Recreation Committee (meets each month) 



Grand Jury Report – Electric Vehicles 
September 18, 2019 
Page 3 of 3 
 
____ Planning Commission (meets each month) 
____ Rail Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Transportation Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Tree Committee (meets each month) 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Grand Jury Report: “Electric Vehicle Adoption in the Cities and County of San Mateo.” 
2. Grand Jury Draft Response letter from Mayor Widmer 
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September 19, 2019 
 
Hon. Donald J. Ayoob 
Judge of the Superior Court 
c/o Charlene Kresevich 
Hall of Justice 
400 County Center; 2nd Floor 
Redwood City, CA 94063-1655 
 
 
RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT: “Electric Vehicle Adoption in the Cities and 
County of San Mateo.”  
 
Honorable Judge Ayoob – 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above referenced Grand Jury Report 
filed on August 12, 2019.  The Town of Atherton’s response to both the findings and 
recommendations are listed below. 
 
Response to Grand Jury Findings:   
 
F1. As of December 2018, eleven of the twenty cities in San Mateo County have no electric 
vehicles in their government fleets.  These are: 
  

• Atherton 
• Belmont 
• Colma 
• Daly City 
• East Palo Alto 
• Half Moon Bay 

• Hillborough 
• San Bruno 
• San Carlos 
• South San Francisco 
• Woodside 

 
Response to F1:  The respondent disagrees partially with this finding. While the Town does not 
have electric vehicles as defined by the Grand Jury Report (plug-in electric vehicles), the Town 
does have two Toyota Camry hybrid vehicles, one of which is an unmarked police vehicle, and the 
other a non-police vehicle. These are considered AT PZEVs but not Enhanced AT PZEVs.  
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F2.  As of December 2018, in two of the twenty cities in San Mateo County approximately 
one percent of the city fleet are electric vehicles.  These are: 
 

• Burlingame 
• Foster City 

 
Response to F2:  Based solely on the information provided by the Grand Jury within the Grand 
Jury Report, the Town can agree with the finding. 
 
F3. As of December 2018, in three of the twenty cities in San Mateo County 
approximately three percent of the city fleet are electric vehicles.  These are: 
 

• Pacifica 
• Redwood City 
• San Mateo 

 
Response to F3:  Based solely on the information provided by the Grand Jury within the Grand 
Jury Report, the Town can agree with the finding. 
 
F4.   As of December 2018, in the City of Millbrae approximately seven percent of the 
city fleet is electric vehicles. 
 
Response to F4:  Based solely on the information provided by the Grand Jury within the Grand 
Jury Report, the Town can agree with the finding. 
 
F5. As of December of 2018, in two of the twenty cities in San Mateo County 
approximately ten percent of the city fleet are electric vehicles.  These are: 
 

• Brisbane 
• Menlo Park 

 
Response to F5:  Based solely on the information provided by the Grand Jury within the Grand 
Jury Report, the Town can agree with the finding. 
 
F6.   As of December 2018, the Town of Portola Valley has converted two of its six city 
vehicles to electric vehicles, or approximately 33 percent. 
 
Response to F6: Based solely on the information provided by the Grand Jury within the Grand 
Jury Report, the can agree with the finding. 
 
F7.   San Mateo County has 709 fleet vehicles.  Of those, 218 are Enhanced AT PZEV’s and 
two are ZEVs (approximately 31 percent).   
 
Response to F7:  Based solely on the information provided by the Grand Jury within the Grand 
Jury Report, the Town can agree with the finding. 
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F8.  The county and eleven of the cities in the county have Climate Action Plans that discuss 
adoption of sustainable purchasing policies for converting their fleets to fuel efficient vehicles 
(hybrid, electric, alternative fuel).  The cities are: 
 

• Atherton 
• Belmont 
• Brisbane 
• Burlingame 
• East Palo Alto 
• Foster City 

• Menlo Park 
• Pacifica 
• Redwood City 
• San Carlos 
• San Mateo  

 
Response to F8:  Based solely on the information provided by the Grand Jury within the Grand 
Jury Report, the Town can agree with the finding. The Town has an adopted Climate Action Plan 
and includes the following Greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction measure in support of this finding:  
 
TRM1. Efficient fleet policy Prioritize purchase of electric vehicles and other alternative fuel 
vehicles where it meets operational requirement of the Police Department. Encourage staff to 
drive minimally and efficiently, where feasible and need dependent.  
 
F9.  San Mateo Office of sustainability released a “Green Municipal Fleet Toolkit” in March 
of 2019.  The purpose of this Toolkit is to assist jurisdictions on how to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions from their municipal fleets. 
 
Response to F9: Based solely on the information provided by the Grand Jury within the Grand 
Jury Report, the Town can agree with the finding. 
 
F10. The San Mateo County Office of Sustainability technical support pilot program for 
municipal fleets, which is funded to assist up to four cities in converting their fleets to ZEVs, 
runs through December 2019. 
 
Response to F10: Based solely on the information provided by the Grand Jury within the Grand 
Jury Report, the can agree with the finding. 
 
F11. The Climate Mayors EV Purchasing Collaborative is available to assist the cities and 
the County in conversion of fleet vehicles to ZEVs through aggregate purchasing. 
 
Response to F11: Based solely on the information provided by the Grand Jury within the Grand 
Jury Report, the Town can agree with the finding. 
 
Response to Grand Jury Recommendations: 
 
R1.  By March 31, 2020, the County of San Mateo and each city within the county should 
conduct a review of its government fleet procurement policy relating to electric vehicles and 
present a report at a public meeting.  At a minimum, the review should be based on an 
analysis that included up-to-date life-cycle costs of commercially available electric vehicles 
and an up-to-date assessment of whether electric vehicles can meet the performance needs 
of local jurisdictions for power, range, battery life, and other relevant factors.  If an agency 
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has completed such a review within the last three years, then such review should be presented 
to its governing body at public meeting on or before December 31, 2019. 
 
Response to R1:  The Town will conduct a review of its government fleet procurement policy 
relating to electric vehicles and present a report to the City Council at a public meeting by March 
31, 2020. 
 
 
R2.  By March 31, 2020, the County of San Mateo and each city within the county should 
conduct an analysis of the obstacles, if any, to the implantation of an EV government fleet 
procurement policy and present a report at a public meeting.  This could include, for 
example, the availability of electric vehicle charging stations to serve the vehicle fleet and 
training of vehicle maintenance staff.  If an agency has completed such an analysis within 
the last three years, then such analysis should be presented to its governing body at a public 
meeting on or before December 31, 2019. 
   
Response to R2:  The Town will conduct an analysis of the obstacles to the implementation of an 
EV government fleet procurement policy and present a report to the City Council at a public 
meeting by March 31, 2020. 
     
R3.  By September 30, 2019, the County of San Mateo Department of Public Works and each 
city within the county should review the “Roadmap for Municipal Green Fleets” toolkit from 
the San Mateo County Office of Sustainability, including the information on the possibility 
of adopting an EV First Policy. 

 
Response to R3:  The Town of Atherton has reviewed the, “Roadmap for Municipal Green Fleets” 
toolkit” from the San Mateo County Office of Sustainability. We understand that the Green 
Municipal Fleet Toolkit is flexible and can be catered to the needs of our municipality.  The Town 
will take the roadmap under advisement and review EV opportunities, while ensuring our fleet’s 
needs are met. The Town will review its own Town Purchasing Policy for compliance with its 
purchasing needs.  
 
R4. By September 30, 2019, the County of San Mateo and each city within the county, if they 
have not already initiated such a process, should investigate joining the Climate Mayors EV 
Purchasing Collaborative to take advantage of aggregate purchasing.   
 
Response to R4:  The Town has investigated but has not taken part in efforts in the “Climate Mayors EV 
Purchasing Collaborative.”   
  
This response to the Grand Jury was considered by the City Council at a public meeting on 
September 18, 2019.  Should you have any questions concerning this response, please contact City 
Manager George Rodericks at (650) 752-0504. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
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William Widmer 
Mayor, Town of Atherton 
 
 
 


	ITEM 21 (1) Staff Report- Grand Jury- Electric Cars- 2019- Final_GRv1
	CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – REGULAR AGENDA

	ITEM 21 (2) Attachment 1 - Grand Jury Electric Vehicle Report
	ITEM 21 (3) Attachment 2 - Grand Jury Response Letter- Electric Cars- 2019- Final_GRv1

