
 
 

Item No.  10 
Town of Atherton 

 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – REGULAR AGENDA 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: STEVEN D. MCCULLEY, CHIEF OF POLICE 
 
DATE: NOVEMBER 20, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: REVIEW AND AFFIRM THE TOWN’S CURRENT 

AUTOMATED LICENSE PLATE READER (ALPR) 
POLICY; OR, IF DEEMED APPROPRIATE, MAKE 
REVISIONS TO THE POLICY AND APPROVE IT 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Review and affirm the Town’s current Automated License Plate Reader (ALPR) Lexipol policy; 
or, if deemed appropriate, make revisions to the Policy and approve it.  
  
BACKGROUND 
 
The ALPR technology, also known as License Plate Recognition (LPR), allows for the automated 
detection of license plates.  It is used by the Atherton Police Department to convert data associated 
with vehicle license plates for official law enforcement purposes, including identifying stolen or 
wanted vehicles, stolen license plates and missing persons.  It may also be used to gather 
information related to active warrants, homeland security, electronic surveillance, suspect 
interdiction and stolen property recovery.   
 
Installation and maintenance of ALPR equipment, as well as ALPR data retention and access, is 
managed by the Commander. The Commander assigns members under his/her command to 
administer the day-to-day operation of the ALPR equipment and data. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
The State of California Civil Code 1798.90.5 governs and provides guidance/requirements for the 
development of an ALPR policy for the implementation and deployment of an ALPR system 
(Attachment 2). 
 
The State of California Government Code 34090.6 governs and provides guidance/requirements 
for the retention of ALPR data.  ALPR data is required to be retained for a minimum of one year 
by the agency collecting the ALPR data (Attachment 3). 



Council Meeting – ALPR Policy Review 
November 20, 2019 
Page 2 of 3 
 
  
The Police Department’s Lexipol ALPR Policy (Attachment 1) meets the requirements of both the 
California Civil Code 1798.90.5 and the California Government Code 34090.6. 
 
Other law enforcement agencies in San Mateo County which have an ALPR program, like Menlo 
Park and Redwood City police departments, have very similar Lexipol policies.  The Menlo Park 
Police Department ALPR data retention period is listed as 6 months at the direction of the Menlo 
Park City Council.  This is in direct conflict with California law which requires the data to be 
retained for at least one year  
 
Menlo Park and Redwood City policies are attached as Attachments 4 and 5. 
 
POLICY FOCUS 
 
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance for the capture, storage and use of digital data 
obtained through the use of Automated License Plate Reader (ALPR) technology. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
None. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at least 
72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about this item is also 
disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online. There are approximately 
1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications. Subscribers include residents 
as well as stakeholders – to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school districts, Menlo 
Park Fire District, service provides (water, power, and sewer), and regional elected officials. 
 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE FEEDBACK/REFERRAL 
 
This item ____ has or __X___ has not been before a Town Committee or Commission.  
 
____ Audit/Finance Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Civic Center Advisory Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Environmental Programs Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Park and Recreation Committee (meets each month) 
____ Planning Commission (meets each month) 
____ Rail Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Transportation Committee (meets every other month) 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Attachment 1 - Atherton PD Lexipol ALPR Policy 
2. Attachment 2 - State of California Civil Code 1798.90.5 
3. Attachment 3 - State of California Government Code 34090.6 
4. Attachment 4 – Menlo Park PD Lexipol ALPR Policy 
5. Attachment 5 – Redwood City PD Lexipol ALPR Policy 
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ATTACHMENT 2







ATTACHMENT 3



ATTACHMENT 4







ATTACHMENT 5
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