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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – CONSENT AGENDA 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: STEVE McCULLEY, CHIEF OF POLICE 
 
DATE: JULY 15, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF TWO (2) MARKED POLICE 

VEHICLES; AND DECLARE AS SURPLUS TWO (2) MARKED 
POLICE VEHICLES.  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1) Authorize the purchase of two (2) marked 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe’s PPV’s for a total cost 
of $177,696.35, which includes sales tax, tire tax, license, emergency equipment, and 
installation costs.   

 
2) Declare two (2) 2014 Ford Taurus marked police vehicles as surplus and authorize their 

sale via auction.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The fleet of vehicles used by the Atherton Police Department is reviewed on a regular basis to 
identify those vehicles that need to be replaced due to mileage and wear. The Department has a 
vehicle replacement fund to which annual amounts are contributed such that, when vehicles reach 
their useful life, funds are available for their replacement.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
New Vehicles 
 
The marked 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe vehicles will be patrol vehicles for police members to use for 
day to day operations. These vehicles will be used in place of the two (2) marked 2014 Ford Taurus 
police vehicles.  
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The marked 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV’s are pursuit rated vehicles, meaning the engine cooling 
systems, tires, brakes, and suspensions are heavy-duty and designed to withstand the demands 
placed upon the vehicles during high speed driving conditions. The first marked 2021 Chevrolet 
Tahoe will be fully set-up as a patrol supervisor vehicle with emergency lighting, a siren, 
communications equipment and intended for use by the on-duty supervisor. The vehicle will be 
equipped with all the necessary equipment for everyday patrol, with the addition of a mobile 
command center in the trunk area. This mobile command center will include storage, a second 
radio control unit and a second computer monitor. The second computer monitor will be used to 
monitor officers on scene, via the RIMS dispatching system, and to utilize online aerial maps of 
the Town of Atherton.  The second marked 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe will be fully equipped with all 
of the necessary emergency equipment, and all other equipment, needed to fulfill the daily patrol 
function of the Atherton Police Department. Additionally, this Chevrolet Tahoe will include a 
prisoner transport cage.  
 
Over the past several years, the Atherton Police Department has utilized the Ford Utility Police 
Interceptor (Explorer) as the primary patrol vehicle. Since this transition, the Department has 
experienced several issues related to the catalytic converters, engine water pumps and engine air 
intake systems. In recent years, Ford had a Class Action Lawsuit filed against them due to an issue 
with their timing chain driven water pumps. This issue caused water pumps and engines to 
prematurely fail. Since the lawsuit was filed, a judge has ruled against the suit and Ford continues 
to produce their engines in this fashion. Although most repairs to the current patrol fleet have been 
completed under warranty, the cost of replacing a water pump out of warranty is approximately 
$3,000. The mechanical issues with the Department’s fleet of Ford vehicles has placed a strain on 
patrol operations as many times there have not been enough vehicles for the on-duty officers to 
drive.  
 
The Chevrolet Tahoe comes equipped with a 5.3l Eco-Tec3 V8 engine. This engine is built with 
Active Fuel Management and Variable Valve Timing. This allows the engine to transition between 
eight cylinders and one cylinder, reducing both the amount of fuel consumed and the vehicle 
emissions. The 5.3l engine was first manufactured by General Motors in 1999. In 2007, General 
Motors introduced the 5.3l engine with Variable Valve Timing, however, the early models of this 
engine only transitioned between eight and four cylinders.  
 
The 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe comes equipped with several driver safety features, including the 
following:  
 

• Lane keep assist 
• Forward collision alert  
• Front pedestrian braking 
• Following distance indicator  

 
The purchase price of the Ford Explorer Police Vehicle is $56,500, compared to $47,716.69 for 
the Chevrolet Tahoe Police Vehicle. After the emergency equipment is purchased and installed, 
the Ford Explorer Police Patrol Vehicle would be $94,061.86, compared to $87,202.32 for the 
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Chevrolet Tahoe Police Patrol Vehicle. The Ford Explorer Police Supervisor Vehicle would be 
$96,857.53, compared to $90,404.03 for the Chevrolet Tahoe Police Supervisor Vehicle. 
 
Surplus Vehicles 
 
AT-80 Marked 2014 Ford Taurus Patrol Vehicle (VIN# 1FAHP2MK1EG111733 – (59,104 miles) 
 
This vehicle is in poor overall condition. Due to its age, mileage, and mechanical condition, this 
vehicle has reached its service expectancy as a marked police patrol vehicle. Staff recommends 
this vehicle be sent to auction after the emergency equipment is removed. This recommendation 
is based on the overall condition of the vehicle, the current value of the vehicle, and the increasing 
cost of maintenance and repairs. Staff recommends that a new marked 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV 
patrol vehicle replace this patrol vehicle at a total cost of $87,292.32 (including tax, emergency 
and communications equipment, and installation (see attachment “A”). 
 
AT-83 Marked 2014 Ford Taurus Patrol Vehicle (VIN# 1FAHP2MK0EG153536 – (60,818 miles) 
 
This vehicle is in poor overall condition. Due to its age, mileage, and mechanical condition, this 
vehicle has reached its service expectancy as a marked police patrol vehicle. This vehicle is 
currently unable to be driven due to a water pump leak and a faulty “power take off unit”. The 
repair estimate for these two (2) items is $5,612.05. Staff recommends this vehicle be sent to 
auction after the emergency equipment is removed. This recommendation is based on the overall 
condition of the vehicle, the current value of the vehicle, and the increasing cost of maintenance 
and repairs. Staff recommends that a new marked 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV supervisor vehicle 
replace this patrol vehicle at a total cost of $90,404.03 (including tax, emergency and 
communications equipment, and installation (see attachment “B”). 
 
POLICY FOCUS 
 
Staff will use First Capitol Auction to auction off the two (2) marked 2014 Ford Taurus vehicles. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The total cost of two (2) 2021 marked Chevrolet Tahoe PPV vehicles is $177,696.35, which 
includes sales tax, tire tax, license, emergency equipment, and installation. Due to age and 
condition, none of the equipment from the two (2) marked 2014 Ford Taurus vehicles can be used 
for the two (2) 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV vehicles. All new equipment will be used for the patrol 
vehicles.  
 
The Finance Director has confirmed the vehicle replacement fund (Account Number 610-40-
57005-040) will support the purchase of the two (2) Chevrolet Tahoe PPV vehicles during this 
current budget cycle. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at least 
72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about this item is also 
disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online. There are approximately 
1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications. Subscribers include residents 
as well as stakeholders – to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school districts, Menlo 
Park Fire District, service provides (water, power, and sewer), and regional elected officials. 
 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE FEEDBACK/REFERRAL 
 
This item ____ has or __X__ has not been before a Town Committee or Commission.  
 
____ Audit/Finance Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Environmental Programs Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Park and Recreation Committee (meets each month) 
____ Planning Commission (meets each month) 
____ Rail Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Transportation Committee (meets every other month) 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

A. Vehicle cost breakdown for the 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV Patrol Vehicle 
B. Vehicle cost breakdown for the 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV Supervisor Vehicle 
C. Quote for the 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV Patrol Vehicle 
D. Quote for the 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV Supervisor Vehicle 
E. Quote from Priority 1 for emergency equipment installation for patrol vehicle 
F. Quote from Priority 1 for emergency equipment installation for supervisor vehicle 
G. Quote from Stalker Radar for both vehicles 
H. Quote from Metro Mobile for radio refurbishments 
I. Quote from Manage Mobility for Cradlepoint units and antennas 
J. Quote from www.protelecomsupply.com for GPS antennas 
K. Quote from Data 911 for computer systems without extra monitor 
L. Quote from Data 911 for computer systems with extra monitor  

a. Grand total for computer systems is listed under item “L” 
b. Grand total is $30,482.47 

M. Auction Services Agreement with First Capitol Auction, Inc. 
N. Staff Report for auction agreement with First Capitol Auction, Inc. 

  

http://www.protelecomsupply.com/
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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM:  STEVE McCULLEY, CHIEF OF POLICE 
 
DATE: JUNE 10, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: AUCTION AGREEMENT WITH FIRST CAPITOL AUCTION, 

INC. AND REQUEST TO AUCTION OFF SURPLUS TOWN 
EQUIPMENT  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends permitting the Police Department to facilitate the pick-up and auction 
of two (2) pieces of surplus town equipment: two (2) 2014 Ford Taurus automobiles (AT-
80 and AT-83). The Town of Atherton has a contract with First Capitol Auction, Inc. of 
Vallejo, a company that will sell this vehicle at auction, per agreement (see attachment 
M). 
  
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
The 2014 Ford Taurus (AT-80) is a patrol vehicle and is in overall poor condition. Due to 
its age, mileage, and overall mechanical condition, this vehicle has reached the end of its 
serviceable life. It is in the Town of Atherton’s best interest to have a vendor come and 
pick up this vehicle and sell it at auction. The vendor charges for transportation of the 
vehicle, and takes a percentage of the proceeds for their efforts.   
   
The 2014 Ford Taurus (AT-83) is a patrol vehicle and is in overall poor condition. Due to 
its age, mileage, and overall mechanical condition, this vehicle has reached the end of its 
serviceable life. It is in the Town of Atherton’s best interest to have a vendor come and 
pick up this vehicle and sell it at auction. The vendor charges for transportation of the 
vehicle, and takes a percentage of the proceeds for their efforts.   
 
 

Town of Atherton 
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The vehicle information is listed below: 
 
Description:          Status: 
 
2014 Ford Taurus – 59,104 miles    Poor condition / repair cost prohibitive 
(AT-80) 
 
2014 Ford Taurus – 60,818 miles  Poor condition / repair cost prohibitive 
(AT-83)          
 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
The 2014 Ford Tauruses have reached the end of their serviceable police lives. The police 
department is now financially responsible for any repairs to the above vehicles as they are 
outside of their factory warranties. Staff recommends these vehicles be sent to auction 
after their emergency equipment is removed. This recommendation is based on the 
overall condition of the vehicles, the current value of the vehicles, and the increasing cost 
of repairs. 
 
The Town of Atherton has an agreement with First Capitol Auction, Inc. of Vallejo for 
disposal of our out-of-service equipment. The Town of Atherton has used First Capitol 
Auction, Inc. in the past with positive results. Staff looked into the possibility of using an 
automotive auction company closer to the Town of Atherton, however, each automotive 
auction company staff contacted only dealt with licensed automotive dealerships on a 
wholesale purchase basis, and could not provide the Town of Atherton with the same 
services as First Capitol Auction, Inc. 
 
The Town of Atherton’s agreement for commissions and expenses is as follows: 

COMMISSIONS AND EXPENSES: 
 

A. Commission (Selling Fees) 
 

1. Motor Vehicles and Off Road Vehicles              8.0% 
 
2. Miscellaneous Property (Non-motor or Off Road Vehicles)           20.0% 

 
3. Non running vehicles                  8.0% 

 
4. State of California Vehicle Safety Inspection      No Charge 

 
5. Smog Service                         No Charge 

 
6. CARB Administrative Fee        No Charge 
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7. Duplicate Title               No Charge 
 

 
 

B.  Transportation Charges and Other Services (All charges based on full loads) 
 

1. Standard Towing: Running Vehicles (6-8 Vehicles)    $85.00/Veh 
 

2. Standard Towing: Non-Op Units.     See low bed 
 

3. Low Bed Trailer Service (Equip/Med to Large Trucks)      $85.00/Hr 
 

4. Surplus Personal Property (Miscellaneous)        $85.00/Hr 
 

5. Minor De-Logo (no paint)        $50.00/Veh 
 

6. Exempt Plates: Processing “E” Plates                       No Charge 
 

7. Storage Fees                                 No Charge 
 
 
In the event First Capitol Auction, Inc. is unable to sell these vehicle at auction, they will 
be sold to a salvage yard for any amount possible. 
 
Once sold, the vehicles will be itemized and removed from the Town of Atherton’s list of 
fixed assets, and the funds will be placed in the equipment replacement fund.  
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
As indicated in the contract language, there are yet to be determined charges to the Town 
of Atherton for transportation of the vehicles to the auctioneer, which will be paid under 
the vehicle / equipment funds from the Police Department. There will also be 
undetermined monies returned to the Town of Atherton for the full price of the auctioned 
vehicles minus the 8.0% commission.  This money can be placed in the equipment 
replacement fund to help fund the purchases of future replacement vehicles, or 
considered by the City Council for other uses. 
 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
 
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being 
listed, at least 72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about 
the project is also disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton 
Online. There are approximately 1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash 
publications. Subscribers include residents as well as stakeholders that include, but are 
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not limited to media outlets, school districts, Menlo Park Fire District, service provides 
(water, power, and sewer), and regional elected officials. 
 
 
 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE FEEDBACK/REFERRAL: 
 
This item ____ has or __X__ has not been before a Town Committee or Commission.  
 
____ Audit/Finance Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Civic Center Advisory Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Environmental Programs Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Park and Recreation Committee (meets each month) 
____ Planning Commission (meets each month) 
____ Rail Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Transportation Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Tree Committee (meets each month) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared By:      Approved: 
 
 
             
Steve McCulley     George Rodericks  
Chief of Police      City Manager 
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