
Item No. 3   
Town of Atherton 

CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – PUBLIC HEARING 

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

THROUGH:  GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 

FROM: LISA COSTA SANDERS, TOWN PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 2, 2020  

SUBJECT: SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT TO ALLOW TEMPORARY LIGHTS AT 
SACRED HEART SCHOOLS FOR ATHLETIC PRACTICE AND CO-
CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the Special Event Permit to allow temporary 
lights at Sacred Heart Schools for athletic practice from December 15, 2020 through March 15, 
2021, Monday through Friday from 4:30 pm until 7:30 pm.  

BACKGROUND 

Sacred Heart Schools started its school year in a distance learning mode due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The School plans to return its students to campus under State and County guidelines 
in January 2021. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all high school athletic programs were 
suspended. 

Sacred Heart Schools submittal a request (Attachment 1) to allow temporary lighting on its 
athletic fields to allow for athletic practice during Daylight Savings time.  Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, all athletic sports were postponed until December 14, after Daylight savings time. For 
most of the athletic practice times, it will be getting dark around 5:00 pm. Sacred Heart Schools 
request temporary lights until 7:30 pm to allow practices and time for cleanup. 

Sacred Heart School propose to place the lights at three fields: Palatella Football field (parallel to 
Valparaiso Avenue); Morey field (parallel to Elena Avenue and Dollinger Soccer Field (parallel 
to Park Lane (see map Attachment 2).   

Atherton Municipal Code Chapter 17.56 provides the process for the Town to issue Special 
Event Permits to regulate events on private and public property that are not typically permitted.  
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The City Manager is responsible for enforcement of the Special Event regulations and is 
authorized to issue Special Event Permits. The City Manager may refer items to the City Council 
when the public interest would be better served by public review at a public meeting. The City 
Manager has referred this request to the City Council.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
As discussed above, Sacred Heart Schools requests a Special Event Permit to utilize temporary 
lights on three athletic fields from December 15, 2020 through March 15, 2021, Monday through 
Friday until 7:30 pm to accommodate athletic team practices and co-curricular activities. Sacred 
Heart proposes to accommodate all sports with the early evening field use as well as conduct 
outdoor activities for students. 
 
Menlo School has submitted a similar request due to COVID-19 and Menlo-Atherton (M/A) 
High School has a lighted football field. As a public school, M/A is exempt from Town 
regulations for school related facilities and activities.  
 
Sacred Heart proposes to utilize LED directional lighting that will be directed at the field with 
very little light spill-over. The lights are intended to accommodate practices and co-curricular 
activities only, as games are not currently allowed under California Interscholastic Federation 
(CIF) rules. If (CIF) rules change, the school will compete in games and may have spectators 
consistent with current COVID-19 regulations.  
 
Sacred Heart Schools informed its neighbors of this request and Staff mailed the public notice of 
the Special Event Permit request and of this public hearing to all property owners within 500’ of 
the property on November 20, 2020. The public notice was also posted on the Town’s bulletin 
boards and published in the Almanac on November 20, 2020.  
 
The Special Event Permit as requested is limited in duration, ending on March 15, and limited in 
time, with lights shutting off at 7:30 pm. The limited time duration of the practices will not result 
in a significant negative impact to adjacent residential properties and will not result in additional 
traffic. The issuance of this Permit does not does not establish a precedent for other events.  Any 
future event will require consideration of a separate Special Event Permit. 
 
POLICY ISSUES 
 
The request for a Special Event Permit should be considered specific for this property and event, 
and is not precedent setting.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The applicants pay for all costs covering the processing of this application.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
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This project has been determined to be categorically exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, Class 1, relating to use of 
existing facilities. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Public notification was achieved by posting the City Council agenda, with this agenda item being 
listed, at least 72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically.  Information about the 
project is also disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online.  There 
are approximately 1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications.  
Subscribers include residents as well as stakeholders – to include, but not limited to, media 
outlets, school districts, Menlo Park Fire District, service providers (water, power and sewer), 
and regional elected officials. 
 
Notice was also provided pursuant to the Town’s Public Hearing provisions, which includes 
mailing to all property owners within 500’ of the subject site and posting at Town bulletin boards 
at least 10 days prior to the public hearing. In addition, the Town published a notice in the 
Almanac. 
 
FORMAL MOTION  
 
I move that the City Council approve the Special Event Permit to allow temporary lights at 
Sacred Heart Schools for athletic practice and co-curricular activities from December 15, 2020 
through March 15, 2021, Monday through Friday until 7:30 pm. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Special Event Application 
2. Map of Facilities 
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