
From: Brittany Seidensticker
To: Anthony Suber
Subject: Regarding Public Hearing this evening
Date: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 5:05:57 PM

[The e-mail below is from an external source. Please do not open attachments or click
links from an unknown or suspicious origin.]

Hello, 

I am writing to note my disagreement with the request for the special event permit for Sacred
Heart School allowing them to utilize temporary lighting during the week. With the sun setting
early, this will create excessive hours of added light pollution in a residential area. As
someone who lives in very close proximity to the school I am concerned that having bright
lights for multiple hours in the evening every single day will create excessive light shining at
or into my house and disrupting our lives. If it was only for an hour or so a day in the earlier
evening or only for a week or two it would be different, but this request is for 3 hours of what
will be darkness every night of the week for three months. It is an unreasonable request and
places a burden on the surrounding neighborhood. It encroaches on our rights to quiet
enjoyment and has the potential to decrease property values, especially for those homes in
close proximity. For these reasons I think that the proposal should be denied or at the very
least significantly limited. 

Thank you, 

Brittany 



From: John Knoll
To: Anthony Suber
Subject: email in support of the request for both high schools to use lights temporarily on athletic fields
Date: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 10:18:03 AM

[The e-mail below is from an external source. Please do not open attachments or click
links from an unknown or suspicious origin.]

Hi Anthony this is John Knoll from . I look forward to joining the
mtg today via zoom but i did want to submit a formal letter of support for
Menlo School and Sacred Heart to be allowed to use athletic field lights on a
temporary basis to facilitate some degree of physical exercise, mental relief,
and socially distanced togetherness for our kids in a safe manner during this
unprecedented time.  We all know the toll this virus and the actions taken to
combat have taken on our kids, especially those in high school that really have
not had the opportunity for any in person schooling, community, or interaction.
In the last 8 months we have come to realize that none of us really has any
control of our situation except for our small actions, but collectively those small
actions can make an enormous difference. I view this issue of temporary lights
similarly - it is not a Herculean ask but instead a gesture of empathy and
kindness that the Atherton community can make on behalf of its schools,
students, and community. The trickle-down effect of more engaged, physically
active, and socially integrated (albeit safely) kids will manifest itself in happier
households, relieved parents, and general community goodwill.
 
I realize there may be those who believe this ask is far from small. 
Nevertheless I ask the board to consider the fact that in a world where it seems
impossible to get everyone to agree on anything, the community benefit here
far outweighs any individually oriented concerns. Our students, our families,
and our broader school communities would be forever grateful.
 
Look forward to the meeting today.
 
Thank you!
 
John Knoll















From: Byron Deeter
To: Anthony Suber
Cc: Allison Deeter 
Subject: Atherton residents in support of temporary use of lights for Sacred Heart and Menlo Schools
Date: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 2:51:33 PM

[The e-mail below is from an external source. Please do not open attachments or click
links from an unknown or suspicious origin.]

Esteemed members of the Atherton Town Council –
 
2020 has been rough on everyone. The world is collectively facing a health crisis, an economic crisis,
and a related social crisis. The effects on adults and families are obvious on the nightly news, but it’s
likely the impact on our students will likely take years to fully understand. As members of the
Atherton community and immediate neighbors to both Sacred Heart Prep and Menlo School, we
are writing in enthusiastic support of the request to provide temporary lights for student athletic
activities to help these students have a small slice of “normal” back in their lives.
 
One of the silver linings of this challenging year has been the outpouring of support and human
kindness: We have seen communities respond in really powerful ways. Streets are partially closed to
cars to allow local restaurants to facilitate safe outdoor seating, the sidewalks are expanded for local
gyms and hair salons to allow outdoor services, and many facilities have been redirected to support
local causes.
 
By simply allowing the temporary use of lights for athletics, we have a wonderful opportunity to
provide a very positive benefit for our local students in these tough times, with very little adverse
impact and no cost to the town. The lights would be turned off early in the evening so the
incremental light or noise would mainly be in “business” hours. Besides, children playing outside are
happy noises and always welcome. We knew we were moving next to two schools when selecting
our home years ago, and continue to view the presence of kids as a feature not a bug.
 
Hybrid school is much harder on everyone involved, and at best represents “all of the work” and
“little of the fun” for the students. These kids have seen many of the defining moments of school
cancelled in rapid succession – including prom, homecoming, theater productions, and numerous
welcome and social events. For mental and physical health, one steady directive is clear in these
tough times: get outside and move around. We can facilitate this in a safe and social way.
 
This is our chance to inject a little bit of happy back into the daily lives of our Atherton youth through
athletics. Thank you for your consideration of this opportunity, and for your service for our town!
 
Happy Holidays,
Byron & Alli Deeter

 
_______________
Byron B. Deeter
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From: Elizabeth Daschbach
To: Anthony Suber
Subject: Temporary Lights on the fields at SHP & Menlo
Date: Monday, November 30, 2020 2:03:06 PM

[The e-mail below is from an external source. Please do not open attachments or click
links from an unknown or suspicious origin.]

To the Atherton Town Council--

We are writing to you as lifelong residents of Atherton regarding the proposal of temporary lights at both
Sacred Heart Prep and Menlo School.
The COVID pandemic has had a tremendous impact on everyone. One way I think we can help our
young teens is to give permission for
the schools to have lights in the evening on their large open fields so the kids can have some sort of
opportunity for physical activity and
socializing in a responsible distanced way. I don't see this as having any negative impact on anyone, and
it would certainly help the parents,
students and teachers in these difficult times.

Liz and Mark Daschbach






