
 
 

Item No. 15   
Town of Atherton 

 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – CONSENT AGENDA 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: STEVE McCULLEY, CHIEF OF POLICE 
 
DATE: JUNE 16, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF ONE (1) MARKED POLICE 

VEHICLE; AND AUTHORIZE ONE CURRENT MARKED POLICE 
VEHICLE TO BE RE-PURPOSED AS AN UNMARKED POLICE 
VEHICLE FOR USE BY POLICE SUPPORT STAFF PERSONNEL.  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1) Authorize the purchase of one (1) marked 2022 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV for a total cost of 
$88,585.02, which includes sales tax, tire tax, license, emergency equipment, and 
installation costs.   

 
2) Authorize one (1) current PD2014 Ford Taurus marked police vehicle to be re-purposed as 

an unmarked PD fleet vehicle for use by the new Code Enforcement/Dispatcher position 
for use to support Code Enforcement operations.  

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The fleet of vehicles used by the Atherton Police Department (APD) is reviewed on a regular basis 
to identify those vehicles that need to be replaced due to mileage and wear. The Department has a 
vehicle replacement fund to which annual amounts are contributed such that, when vehicles reach 
their useful life, funds are available for their replacement.  
 
The original PD fleet budget request was $35,000 for an all-electric unmarked detective vehicle to 
replace a current 2014 unmarked Ford Taurus detective vehicle.  Research revealed very limited 
all-electric vehicle options with restrictive operational vehicle size.  Research also indicated that 
the major vehicle manufactures will have very viable all-electric PD vehicle options within 
approximately two years.  Based on this information, the decision was made to not pursue the all-
electric vehicle option at this time. 

 
After review of the entire PD fleet, it was determined that one of our current 2014 Ford Taurus 
marked patrol cars (mileage 60,511) is in need of being replaced.  Due to its age, and mileage, this 
vehicle has reached its service expectancy as a marked police patrol vehicle.   In addition to the 
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overall condition of the Ford Taurus, it is also important to note that the Taurus has a noticeably 
smaller interior space than the Ford Explorer patrol car.  Due to officer size, the external armored 
vest, and gun belt, the restricted interior space of the Taurus makes it difficult for an officer to get 
in and out of the vehicles which creates an officer safety issue and potential physical impacts to 
knees and hips.   
 
Based on all of this information, Staff recommends this vehicle have the emergency 
equipment/police markings removed and retain it in the PD fleet for use by additional Code 
Enforcement Officer/Dispatcher positions for use during Code Enforcement assigned duties.  This 
recommendation is based on the overall condition of the vehicle, officer safety concerns, and the 
current need to support Code Enforcement operations. 
 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
New Vehicle 
 
The marked 2022 Chevrolet Tahoe vehicle will be a  patrol vehicle for police members to use for 
day to day operations. This vehicle will be used to replace of one (1) marked 2014 Ford Taurus 
police vehicle. 
 
The marked 2022 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV is a pursuit rated vehicle, meaning the engine cooling 
systems, tires, brakes, and suspensions are heavy-duty and designed to withstand the demands 
placed upon the vehicles during high speed driving conditions. The one (1) marked 2022 Chevrolet 
Tahoe will be fully set-up as a patrol officer vehicle with emergency lighting, a siren, and 
communications equipment.  The vehicle will be equipped with all the necessary equipment for 
everyday patrol. 
 
Over the past several years, the Atherton Police Department has utilized the Ford Utility Police 
Interceptor (Explorer) as the primary patrol vehicle. Since this transition, the Department has 
experienced several issues related to the catalytic converters, engine water pumps and engine air 
intake systems. In recent years, Ford had a Class Action Lawsuit filed against them due to an issue 
with their timing chain driven water pumps. This issue caused water pumps and engines to 
prematurely fail. Since the lawsuit was filed, a judge has ruled against the suit and Ford continues 
to produce their engines in this fashion. Although most repairs to the current patrol fleet have been 
completed under warranty, the cost of replacing a water pump out of warranty is approximately 
$3,000. The mechanical issues with the Department’s fleet of Ford vehicles has placed a strain on 
patrol operations as many times there have not been enough vehicles for the on-duty officers to 
drive.  
 
The Chevrolet Tahoe comes equipped with a 5.3l Eco-Tec3 V8 engine. This engine is built with 
Active Fuel Management and Variable Valve Timing. This allows the engine to transition between 
eight cylinders and one cylinder, reducing both the amount of fuel consumed and the vehicle 
emissions. The 5.3l engine was first manufactured by General Motors in 1999. In 2007, General 
Motors introduced the 5.3l engine with Variable Valve Timing, however, the early models of this 
engine only transitioned between eight and four cylinders.  
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The 2022 Chevrolet Tahoe comes equipped with several driver safety features, including the 
following:  
 

• Lane keep assist 
• Forward collision alert  
• Front pedestrian braking 
• Following distance indicator  

 
The base purchase price of the 2022 Chevrolet Tahoe is $46,361.34. The total cost of the fully 
equipped police officer Chevrolet Tahoe vehicle is $88,585.02.  By comparison, the cost of a fully 
equipped 2022 Ford Explorer police officer vehicle would be $96,857.53. 
 
 
Surplus Vehicle 
 
Marked 2014 Ford Taurus Police Vehicle (VIN# 1FAHP2MK1EG111733 – 60,511 miles) 
 

 
After review of the entire PD fleet, it was determined that one of our current 2014 Ford Taurus 
marked patrol cars (mileage 60,511) is in need of being replaced.  Due to its age, and mileage, this 
vehicle has reached its service expectancy as a marked police patrol vehicle.   In addition to the 
overall condition of the Ford Taurus, it is also important to note that the Taurus has a noticeably 
smaller interior space than the Ford Explorer patrol car.  Due to officer size, the external armored 
vest, and gun belt, the restricted interior space of the Taurus makes it difficult for an officer to get 
in and out of the vehicles which creates an officer safety issue and potential physical impacts to 
knees and hips.   
 
Based on all of this information, Staff recommends this vehicle have the emergency 
equipment/police markings removed and retain it in the PD fleet for use by additional Code 
Informant/Dispatcher positions for use during Code Enforcement assigned duties.  This 
recommendation is based on the overall condition of the vehicle, officer safety concerns, and the 
current need to support Code Enforcement operations. 
 
Staff recommends that a new marked 2022 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV patrol vehicle replace this patrol 
vehicle at a total cost of $88,585.02 (including tax, emergency and communications equipment, 
and installation (see attachments). 
 
POLICY FOCUS 
 
Staff recommends the 2014 Ford Taurus vehicle have the emergency equipment/police markings 
removed and retain it in the PD fleet for use by additional Code Enforcement Officer / Dispatcher 
positions for use during Code Enforcement assigned duties.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
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The total cost of one (1) 2022 marked Chevrolet Tahoe PPV vehicles is $88,585.02, which includes 
sales tax, tire tax, license, emergency equipment, and installation. Due to age and condition, none 
of the equipment from the marked 2014 Ford Taurus can be used for the one (1) 2022 Chevrolet 
Tahoe PPV vehicle. All new equipment will be used for the patrol vehicle.  
 
The Finance Director has confirmed the vehicle replacement fund (Account Number 610-40-
57005-040) will support the purchase of the one (1) 2022 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV vehicle during 
this current budget cycle. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at least 
72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about this item is also 
disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online. There are approximately 
1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications. Subscribers include residents 
as well as stakeholders – to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school districts, Menlo 
Park Fire District, service provides (water, power, and sewer), and regional elected officials. 
 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE FEEDBACK/REFERRAL 
 
This item ____ has or __X__ has not been before a Town Committee or Commission.  
 
____ Audit/Finance Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Environmental Programs Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Park and Recreation Committee (meets each month) 
____ Planning Commission (meets each month) 
____ Rail Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Transportation Committee (meets every other month) 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

A. Quote/Vehicle cost breakdown for the 2022 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV Vehicle 
B. Quote from Priority 1 for emergency equipment installation  
C. Quote from Stalker Radar  
D. Quote from Metro Mobile for radio equipment  
E. Quote from Manage Mobility for Cradle point unit and antenna 
F. Quote from Data 911 for computer system 
G. Auction Services Agreement with First Capitol Auction, Inc. 
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