
 
 

Item No. 10 
Town of Atherton 

 

 
 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – CONSENT AGENDA  
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER 
   
THROUGH:  ROBERT OVADIA, PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
 
FROM:  SALLY BENTZ-DALTON, PARK MANAGER/TOWN ARBORIST 
   
DATE:  DECEMBER 15, 2021 
  
SUBJECT:  APPROVAL OF AN AGREEMENT TO AMENDMENT WITH 

WEST COAST ARBORISTS, INC. FOR PUBLIC TREE 
MAINTENANCE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021-22 

 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
Approve a contract amendment in an amount not to exceed $100,000 for annual maintenance for 
public trees in FY 2021-2022; direct the City Attorney to prepare the amendment; and authorize 
the City Manager to execute the amendment on behalf of the Town. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The Town entered into an agreement with West Coast Arborists, Inc. (WCA) for Tree Maintenance 
Services in June 2018. The original contract was for a single year with two, single year extensions 
expiring in June 2021. Staff failed to timely act on the return of the agreement for an amendment 
to extend services and the second amendment expired. West Coast Arborists has been providing 
on-call, as needed services, per the rates and terms in the original contract since that time; but the 
contract needs to be extended.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
West Coast Arborist, Inc. would like to continue providing public tree maintenance services for 
the remainder of the current fiscal year at the 2018-2019 rates. Staff supports this and doing so 
will allow services to continue, under formal contract through the current fiscal year and allow 
staff the opportunity to negotiate a formal contract extension beyond June 2022. WCA has advised 
that a cost adjustment based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the previous 12-month period 
beginning next fiscal year (July 2022) would be required past June 2022.  
 
The quality of service has been good and West Coast Arborists, Inc. has been very cooperative 
and accommodating in continuing to perform work as needed including emergency tree pruning 
and removals since the contract expired. 
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POLICY FOCUS 
 
The Town has historically contracted for tree maintenance services. City Council discussion 
should focus on the cost effectiveness of maintaining the existing contract arrangement. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Funds for the maintenance of public trees, including required pruning and removal of dead trees, 
are located within the Public Works Budget. Funds are used on an “as needed” basis and the FY 
2021-22 Budget includes $70,000 for public street trees and $30,000 for public park trees. WCA 
service prices are attached and are consistent with current operations and expectations for work. 
 
GOAL ALIGNMENT  
 
This Report and its contents are in alignment with the following Council Policy Goals:  
 

• Goal A – Maintain Fiscal Responsibility  
• Goal F – Be Forward-Thinking, Well-Managed, and Well-Planned 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at least 
72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about the project is also 
disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online. There are approximately 
1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications. Subscribers include residents 
as well as stakeholders – to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school districts, Menlo 
Park Fire District, service provides (water, power, and sewer), and regional elected officials. 
 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE FEEDBACK/REFERRAL 
 
This item ____ has or ___X__ has not been before a Town Committee or Commission. 
 
____ Audit/Finance Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Civic Center Advisory Committee (meets as needed) 
____ Environmental Programs Committee (meets every other month) 
____Park and Recreation Committee (meets each month) 
____ Planning Commission (meets each month) 
____ Rail Committee (meets every other month) 
____ Transportation Committee (meets every other month) 
 
ATTACHMENT 

 
1.  WCA Proposal Letter and Confirmation of Rates  
2.  2018-2019 WCA Maintenance Contract  
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Victor M. Gonzalez
Vice President, Business Development

Tree Care Professionals Serving Communities Who Care About Trees www.WCAINC.com

November 15, 2021

TOWN OF ATHERTON
ATTN: SALLY BENTZ DALTON
91 ASHFIELD ROAD
ATHERTON, CA 94027

RE:    Tree Maintenance Services performed by WCA, Inc.

Dear Ms. Bentz-Dalton,

With this fiscal year quickly ending, West Coast Arborists, Inc. would like to take this opportunity to express 
our gratitude to you and your staff for another successful year. Together we have worked diligently to ensure 
that the City's urban forest continues to thrive.

Due to the negative fiscal impact created by the COVID-19 pandemic, public agencies are facing reduced 
revenue streams that will affect services, particularly in Contract Year 2021-22.  The purpose of this letter is 
to express our interest and willingness to continue our current Tree Maintenance Agreement for one 
(1) additional year at the same terms, conditions and unit pricing.

By maintaining these rates, we can help to ease the current financial strain, promote contractor stability and 
guarantee the City with quality tree care & customer service.

Thank you in advance for your consideration. We look forward to continuing the strong relationship built 
between us, and to maintaining quality urban tree care service. Should you have any questions or require 
additional information, please contact me at (800) 521-3714.

Sincerely,

West Coast Arborists, Inc.
2200 E. Via Burton  ·  Anaheim, California 92806  ·  714.991.1900  ·  800.521.3714  ·  Fax 714.956.3745
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1 Svc Rqst Pruning 0-6 DSH Each $49.00
2 Svc Rqst Pruning 7-18 DSH Each $99.00
3 Svc Rqst Pruning 19-24 DSH Each $189.00
4 Svc Rqst Pruning 25-36 DSH Each $369.00
5 Svc Rqst Pruning >36 DSH Each $499.00
6 Tree & Stump Removal 0-24 DSH Inch $39.00
7 Tree & Stump Removal >24 DSH Inch $49.00
8 Tree Only Removal 0-24 DSH Inch $24.00
9 Tree Only Removal >24 DSH Inch $34.00
10 Stump Only Removal Inch $15.00
11 Plant 24" Box Tree Each $350.00
12 Plant 36" Box Tree Each $1,200.00
13 Plant 48" Box Tree Each $2,200.00
14 Plant 60" Box Tree Each $5,900.00
15 Root Pruning - 24" depth Linear Foot $24.00
16 Root Pruning - 36" depth Linear Foot $36.00
17 Pesticide Treatment 0-12 DSH Each $24.00
18 Pesticide Treatment >12 DSH Each $50.00
19 Watering Each $9.00
20 GPS Inventory Each $5.00
21 Arborist Report Each $500.00
22 Certified Arborist - 2 hour min Man Hour $125.00
23 Crew Rental - per man Man Hour $90.00
24 Emergency Call Out - 3 hour min Man Hour $125.00
25 Specialty Equipment Rental Hour $90.00

TOWN OF ATHERTON

Item

Schedule of Compensation for Year 2021 - 2022

Tree Maintenance Services performed by WCA, Inc.

Description Unit Proposed Prices

Printed on: 11/15/2021 2:29:05 PM Page 2 of 2
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